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Abstract ...
The Palm Island is composed of five buildings that “floating”

on theslake. The dynamic and fluid architecture lines,
vivid material contrast, and concise color selection have
created the fashion and high-end commercial landmark
image. The Palm Island has provided comfortable dining
environment, improved the quality: of life in the region, and

also contributed to energy consumption reduction.
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In 2009, a new hospitality area between
the Qingnian Reservoir and Palm Spring
Geologic Park was commissioned by the
Chongging Palm Springs Real Estate
Company and designed by HASSELL. The
location of the site, between two existing
water bodies, meant that excavation and water
design should be carefully considered during
the design process.

The primary landscape feature is an
extension from Palm Island to the existing
parks and lakes. The five buildings of Palm
Island present Chinese character “/\”-shaped
around the lake, which has created a beautiful
scenery with the two lakes. Water was key to
the design concept, as well as how to integrate
the elements of water, light and reflections
with the buildings. From afar, the five Palm
Island buildings, including five restaurants
and one teahouse, appear to float on the lake,
which has created a unique feature for the
project.

Visitors to the new restaurants have
views of the lake on one side and a private
“water courtyard” on the other. The two water
bodies are visually linked through an infinity

pool-style water feature. Elevated water
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platforms conceal the operational aspects of
each restaurant, such as parking lot, loading
area and kitchen. This concealment allows
the public dining zones to be revealed above
the waterline, so that views of the water can
be fully appreciated while providing plenty
of ventilation and daylight. The architecture
of Palm Island creates a unique interplay
of ceramic, white buildings and crystal-like
reflections that bring a sense of movement and
music to the landscape. Changing reflections
of light during the day transit into dreamlike
qualities at night.

After a six-month design period and
nearly two-year construction period, Palm
Island was completed in 2013. The project has
gained recognition for the economic, social,
and environmental benefits.

According to the client, patronage to the
two opened restaurants has been better than
expected in. The other three restaurants will
open in 2014, and will offer more dining
choices and employment opportunities to this
comprehensive commercial / business center.
The design language of the new buildings has
become a distinctive landmark for the city
and will continue to attract a large number
of tourists, forming a market model of

“Financing + Construction” eventually.

Providing the best experience, creating
comfortable environment, and maintaining
the sustainable development of the area have
become the important considerations of the
overall design scheme. At the community
level, this project adds another layer of
activity to compliment the park and bring
financial return for the developer. On a
broader level, it improves the quality of life
in the region and promotes the commercial
development of the surrounding area.

The incorporation of sustainability was

important for the overall design. For example,

one of the new restaurant buildings is
located above an existing stormwater outlet,
and the foundation structure was carefully
considered to avoid obstructing stormwater
runoff. The roofs are painted with light
colors to reduce heat island effect, while
providing a soft outlook for surrounding tall
buildings. The tubular screen and a double-
glazing window system can reduce cooling
energy. The reflective building facades and
cross ventilation are also helpful in reducing
temperature and power consumption.

The water feature can be reused and be
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replenished by the lake in the dry season.
Throughout the design process we
were constantly testing the proposed
details, materials, and dimensions for the
facade elements. There was also constant
communication with the client in order to
achieve our concept design. In the end, the
client was happy with the outcome of Palm
Island, and wants to learn the “Palm Island

style” in their other projects.
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8.  Crossing of the pedestrian paths © %3¢

9.  The white ceramic pipes covered on the building facade
echo the lake. © 3KEE#

10. The springhtly lighting effect at night © %3¢

11. The overall bird's eye view at night © &3¢
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