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HDBSCAN-based orbit model simplification method for
mega-constellations

ZHANG Shuaizhang'?, LI Yaping'
(1 Aerospace Information Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China;

2 School of Electronic, Electrical and Communication Engineering , University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract With the surge in the number of satellites in mega-constellations, the computational
resources required for constellation orbit simulation and visualization have increased dramatically.
To address the issue of inefficient visualization of mega-constellations on mobile devices with limited
storage and computational power, this paper proposes an orbit model simplification method based on
the HDBSCAN algorithm. This method employs a two-step clustering strategy: first, categorizing
the constellation orbits, and then further subdividing the orbital planes within each category, using
the cluster centers as simplified representations. Using the Starlink constellation as an example,
experiments show that the orbit data is compressed from 6 778 to 279 tracks. Under the
experimental hardware environment, the visualization frame rate is significantly improved, and the

simplified orbit model effectively retains the structural characteristics of the mega-constellation.

 JEACHT A ARk 42 (1234041) BEB)
T MEMEH , E-mail : liyp@aircas. ac. cn



688 I RR A B R A2 4R (0

i 43 4

Keywords mega-constellation; orbit visualization; orbit simplification; HDBSCAN; Starlink

VTAER B /NI LR R 8 1 25 R Sk 1
AR A # (low earth orbit, LEO) E % /2 Ji&
(1 #1519 B R R B G S TR R G
TR B T TE 24~35 T, 107 LEO F R AL A A T2
BRI BE K . A, Starlink T8 £ 3k
42 000 i L&', OneWeb 114 5 % 6 372 i 1
BT R HCRE A 9 D7 5 AT AR S R
P T R AT R IR K o A, B Bhi A A
HCAEHT 5 (5 B8 BV AR SE 75 1 A L JCA R AR RN
R B AR, JUILAE TR P Ay S8l . (R
P sl 4 15 RE ) A it 2 B AT PR, %o T4 2R
FLAY R JERUE R RE A 2, Qnferks & A8 47 5 5 mT
A4 FR AL 2 25 55 3 I 55 4 e Il % Bl i 4 1
R TAR b — A iR AR i B [0

EN I3 N SR S A | 72
AU TR T B (satellite tool kit, STK) X Jb
S ERSFMAG RRRENRY R EPIETT T
ATRRAG D L. STK H-# 5 R A il ML AL 15 FLAE
{EAEAL PR B R R A i, 550 67 40 5 R oK
EHEIN M LA R AL A BB PR . B 22
Fe T IR Cesium 5| 5 PR 1 TR Al AL A 2
.U T 2 s bRk AR, il T
Cesium &3 T WebGL PR , 7F b3 74U B2 A (1% R
A B ), O Gl A R 75K

WA B AL R BB BRI 22, R
PUBERTER GO H AL s B rh 25 R
AR, JCHAER S & b AL PR /R RS FA
RORTE 22 0 AR SONBTE a7 A A TR A the B AL
B AR R A T AL SR R

N U SR 7 T L LT A 3 A R 4K B )
K JH K-means B EX 25k TLE SALR S LA
E AT RETF R L, DR THIUIE Y R B0R . R
1M, K-means 832575 /e e %, H ok iR )
Mg 7 R S L, AL B Jp B R R (1 A R AR
N3 7 PR 22, AT W35 SR R A

BEXS b3 (R, ASBIFFE it — Tl B~ rly Mg
() 3 5% BE 1 49 2 25 (8] 2R 2 (hierarchical density-
based spatial clustering of applications with noise,
HDBSCAN) ) LEO [ 7 2 Jg i, T 452 4 f5] 16 7 % o
125V BB P b R AR SRR, i SR
HDBSCAN f4 %5 & S5k, Xof J2 A8 Ll kA7 36

) 55 B A A BB 20 P e — 25 A0 03 ST
(LA T, I AR IS AR A BE i R AL R
X — T VA AR PR B BIUIE oA R A B R 3 1 1
TR, O EOR B R B SRR AR A TR
(R figp DR T3 5

1 HDBSCAN EEkE £

HDBSCAN J2 — Fift 45 45 7 W 7 110 2 1 4
B9 25 8] 2 28 (density-based spatial clustering of
applications with noise, DBSCAN) 5 JZ R I A
MRKEFE, BTRIRMEEARY YW, h
Campello Z5 "2 . 5 DBSCAN #1242 %
B8 A0 51 B B AR SR [R], HDBSCAN
WL AP AR AR B RE A0 AT, IR B AR/
5 A FE A LS 2 min cluster size He1G 50 R 7
TEVEREEPE . X — R A T HA SR Ty
125, W K-means 75 F5 5 S H0 H G A 50K 335 23R
I 5 A i v LR AEAROSE 0 e i, A T
UTE 53 A B R 2 e 2 I EL R B AR
1.1 BEXEX

HDBSCAN S35 (i SCHE R G A4 -

DR BE S AR A & A A% O 5 B /4B
o

2) H KRS X FAL R 2 MEAR s a R b, B
IRBF S 5 SO A% 0 I 3 R AR R TR DG B 2 ) e R
fi, Rk

d, o (@ b) = max { core, (a), core, (b), d(a,b) }.

(1)

Hrp core, (a) . core, (b) i a FlLAL b WAL RS

d(a,b) N R a FR b Z A Y RRICHE R . X — S

TE AN i 5 FE X AR AR BE 85, O B AR 1 #

5 DI AR AR A 5 5 AR A S R R, AT 42 1

TR B

1.2 ExfEi

W B /D B9 FE AR 20 H min cluster size,
HDBSCAN S AL BRANE -

D) SR/ INVA A o TRV T BT SO0 R E
RFEE S, LA IR I B O TR A, A Prim 55
155 )7 AL de /N U

MR K Z NG . LA H IR B A,
Xof die /N A IR PR 0 A(EL 338 1 HE 1 L AR U 4%



F5H

el 22505 - LT HDBSCAN (14 5 760 5 )38 Bl R 70 (i 4k 7 v 689

R R 2 F I T 5 O R LA E IR
LRI ERIERL .
3) AR M. H R T R, IR
BT 5o 2T AR B R T SR IR/ 49 85
DFEBORFENE . Wb Fa e MR B A A
(84 5E M54, HDBSCAN T 22 4% 3] 5 K45 70 19
O3 T TR R/ MR AR AR, O
YR N I F IS N B SRR A IR . RRUE R rREIE X
wE
Z (A, = Ay ) (2)

p € cluster

Horp A B EIE A = l/distance;)\pﬂ\j)ﬁp
MNP o 43 B3 25 B A AE 5 A, R AR TR e
A A

2 BEREEHIEREEL

2.1 IDEHERIEMALE

TEBUIERAHI TR NG TR [ Y
B, AR TTE EEE RS, TR BUE P
AR I 2R o R 0 8 e DRE 5 BT AE 25 ]
H A U] R LT A T AC SR 28 QR b e
IR o e s DRAEHUIE T BN E iR EL T A
Ao fiR " 3K 6 A S ERR R BLE S AREL, SR
Fy 8 TR L IE A8 B i S B R SR Ak L A 1
B o

LEO . 7Y 5 i 38 5 5% 18 038 31, 008 i
LA 0 AELEO BB T , B8 HAT I
YRR T RE i IR S OB AR e PR L, — Lk
FA&Y T3 AL AL 9 F 90 3 Tt B A 0 SRR T R
01 K4 Starlink 5 OneWeb 7EH1IE 1T T2 1Y
U SR ) TR A R0 e 25/ F 0. 01,
B A P 5 2 il G 22 Sl BVEE &

E1 FEBHHESH

Fig. 1 Kepler orbit elements used for satellite orbit

JEAALRUN , FTRCR REUIE . 25 ERTIA  FEUE
faifb AL FE K LEO B 76 B )38 38 30 401 Ky [ i
SR TR o T H U AR 2 TR B
M S E I SEL, Y DA PUE AN ROEFUE R,
BUTE AN P DX 433 b SRS ISR R L
2.2 IDEHEEHUKRER

LAY A T 22 AN () S B 1 I 2H
DI R AT 55 e R A S el . AR a2
By RS S e R UE D BB R R Y 25 5
PRI BE R B IE WA e A5 Bk e
I R R AT T ) AR X T[] — LA
AU AN () 903 T 2 ) ) 2 S DU A SHLAE T 52 R
2 b S ERGE T HE TS AR E T SR
fLE

E R R A 3 ) 22 PR A A )
AR e Y TR A B oA S LR 2% H e
AR o A B T A BB AT R AR R AN ]
SR AT 2 5 2 P BUR TE A5 A S A, T R AR 2R
NG BERRROE M. BT 6T B AR R A 1) B R L AR
WFFEHE 0 P20 BRI T7 1, i ik 73 20 A AN [] 44 2
AIRFIE , A RO 2 280 BT, 3 THREROR .

AR ZITETE T 5800 R T E R R AR
TR )2 R SRR IR BT XM b fif D (A SR 2 1Y
AR GRS AT 3 21 8 B R
TR 53 R AN [ BE 260, 3% — B B T 0 1Y 2F
KA 0 SR BEATRLIM 2, W0 1 2 B2 A A 8 5
55 2 0 MAE []— s AR Py i — 20 3R 28 JR L
ST R BIE T, T AR AL BT 23 A

HHEMRAR N 2 frs . Z B ERE R o f
BB 00BN 22 R, AR WT SR H /MR A
— AT B AT AL B o o i Q243 5]
2Kl BB A M TS R AR B oy
RH—ALEEERC, P, o REFRBIA
[FIRELE A . e L 7 B AR T 20 SR 2K 5, X AN ]
R TR HUE AT BRI, A — B 2B Y
BT A Al R A TRy YA ) — B3 T
I THAZ IR A P
2.3 SRR

AL B g MERE BT 210 B N
RPN 8 bR i 1T 2 B0 AR < 48 3 & AL (silhouette
coefficient, SC)'"*' Fl CH (Calinski-Harabasz) $&
B 3 2 AR AR Ry G W B A A o L AR A
HMER LSRR AR B BRSSP ST DAL RIS R T



690 I RR A B R A2 4R (0

i 43 4

(o, i, Q) .

BRIk 0. 0

!

X (e, i,)f FIHDBSCANZE 2,
43 B8 R R I 2R C

!

TRIER IR I ARIL IR K S UL

[

XHLIE RAIC QR FIHDBSCAN
RIS B P PP,

'

“

( iR AETR )

2 DEHEREREE

Fig. 2 Satellite orbit clustering flowchart

o SC A AR RN REAS R R YRR U S 7R
[IARBLE , A BIESE Y SC oM BT A FEA R 2 ME 5 CH
R AR ) K e T AR ] 3 8 P A R AR SR S
Bt o dE ik 2 M R AR Y SR R B, AT LAY
FEASTR] B 2 e 1 JREAE Ry B, AT A5 )
Pt e LR SR B R R AAAE B R R
BE B A B P AR

3 ZWEERSH

3.1 SRWINE

X LU 55 3 JUT A FH A S5 56 PR 5 40T : Windows
11, 8 R STK 11. 6 5 Cesium F 5, 4b B 2% 4
13th Gen Intel® Core™ i5-13400F, N 1%~ 16 GB,
iR H NVIDIA GeForce RTX 3050 OEM,,
3.2 Starlink

Starlink /2 J f& i SpaceX 2~ ml BT IFH5 2 19
LEO FURY LA B 38 HA B BLAT v 25 2 70 A1 732
PUBBO T MR BRBE R AR A IR 20244F 12 1,
S JAE RS R T 6 000 8T, 1Rl 7 AR P R 3
42 000 i, ABIFFEAE i 230 5 2024 4F 12
7 H Starlink B9 TLE %45 (https : //celestrak. org) , %
£185 6 778 9 Starlink 1AL A (5 5
3.3 RENA

S BORY R v AS [R] 0 2 8 i Ay
RAE. TEME REB AN, 25 )5 2 (4

K-means ,DBSCAN 55 ) il 4 i 28 56 5l 32 W0 1]
Wr, S 3 R R E B = b vk, Rl X
— [, AR SR S A S5 min cluster size 13 B
10~300, HR H 118 2 7 1) SR A H5 2 6 AN [ S 500
RBGIRLIAT s, GG LBRIE DL, B A e R
il 7€ 6~15, 43 5 FOR R S 508 & T Ak SC.
CHAE N BRI R M. K 3(a) JBIR T AR R
FKEE T, RIEVERRTE bR SCHI CH Ay AR fb a3
WL P i BT i, MR ISEH S 7 1, SC A
CH 48 b5 35 15 21 W, 3% B 78 FLXT R 1) 2 B
T, R T B IR RN A3 B B, RIS
Ifo PG, 28 7 VR MR R IS8

FRAE HDBSCAN 7k A i i 2 T AL
Starlink FLE ZE A (1) RIS 45 5 | BN FIE 75 (1 AT
MALEE A& 4 firoR o LB R E RS ,
o J AN )3 2878 () T A8 s AR B S B A
[e] (4 I3 1T o A A 28 R BU(E Y R R 07
3607 ) , HAHE /A A ELIE S e 115 B 7F bR A
SER T T SR A K R (S 3 B W 20 € s o
£ BRI A9 dLRRAE , HLAS [R] -4 22 [8] %) (] R
NS (W 4) o Tk —45bE, ol I R0R
SIS [R]— BT 1 Y TR B, I T S B
SRy BTN LR p (B s €7 R TGN
[ 0L T 1) T A3 A B o — 3K, AE B T 2R
vl min cluster size 2504t —1%5E M 10,
3.4 HERHMW

R AR SCET XoF 5 750 12 e i ) Sl ) T 2 SR 2 Ak
PRI S5 1P ARTE K A E 0 S E S
BT B R R KB R R R R G
BINF VR, 52 Ml T a8 AR
S N — 2 A0 4 S A TR) B P EE T, SR 2R A R
F2R

g 6 IE 5 AR TR 0 B 8 T AL A L
Bl 5 R LA A AR IEAT TR SR A

DB R R 2 P 290 22 7. 65 km, AHXT
2=, RO AE AT 19 B0 K AR A /N T 2% , XF
T3 HER A 1 920x1 080 Y ik /n % & 1R KA A
F 240, 3k 2 B T4k Bl i nT Ak AR T g
AN RFE TR R R

2) FLIE AR R 25 L OF B 4 X 25 R 0. 096°
e WA AL B R AE B IE -1 B 0 A8 Ak AR WA
B, PR B8 T DR LTE (R A2 )

3) TR SR G iR 2 T 4 X 22 0. 3257,



%51 TR, 25 JE T HDBSCAN 1 5 50 2 Jas I A 700 5 Ak 7 12 691
x10° x107
1.0 4.0 12 4.0
135 {35
0.8} {55 1.0 i
0.6 123 0.8 123
2 1203 9 120 5

0.4F 115 0.6 115
02t —sc |10 0.4 ——sc |10
—a—CH 105 ——CH q05

0 : ‘ : 0 0.2 ‘ . 0

10 12 14 16 10 12 14 16
MEEL i3
(a) HDBSCAN (b) K-means

x107 x10°
12 5.0 1.0 8.0
14 —a—SC 170

1.0} 14.0 0.8 ——CH | ’
135 gg

0.8 13.0 15.

N 130 08 [
2] 250 & 40 O
0.6 12.0 0.4 130

115
120
0.4} 11.0 0.2
105 {1.0
02 : ‘ ‘ 0 ol— , . ‘ ‘ 0
6 8 10 12 14 16 6 8 10 12 14 16
i3 R
(o) IMRAFE (d) DBSCAN
B3 BERHEIILE

Fig. 3 Comparison of clustering results
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Table 1  Clustering results of orbit types

Pulin TEMdE CFEREREKm FIRLEGIH/C)
1 231 6938 97.68
2 396 6948 70.00
3 705 6833 43.01
4 1342 6939 43.01
5 388 6733 53.15
6 969 6841 53.14
7 2476 6921 53.15
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Table 2 Clustering results of orbit planes
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Fig. 5 Comparison of Starlink satellite orbit models before and after simplification
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