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Abstract From a macro-historical perspective, the distinctive characteristics,
substantive content, and world significance of Chinese modernization lie
in that it is not a replica of foreign models of modernization, but rather a
uniquely Chinese path to modernization that takes Marxism as its guide and
adheres to the principle of socialism with Chinese characteristics, creating
a new model for human civilization. The premise of Chinese modernization
is that the Chinese nation achieved independence and stood up in the world
landscape of “the East being subordinate to the West.” It is a modernization
based on the reality that the Chinese nation has grown prosperous and become
strong in the innovative practice of reform and opening up. It is a modernization
with the historical mission of creating a new model for human civilization in
upholding and developing socialism with Chinese characteristics. Chinese
modernization is a new path to build a modernized society that promotes all-
round social progress and well-rounded human development.

Keywords macro-historical perspective, socialism with Chinese characteristics,
Chinese modernization, new model for human civilization

As the Resolution of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
on the Major Achievements and Historical Experience of the Party over
the Past Century points out, “The Party has led the people in pioneering a
uniquely Chinese path to modernization, creating a new model for human
civilization,” and we need to “promote national rejuvenation through a
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Chinese path to modernization” (Xi 2021a, 24). Chinese modernization does
not mirror foreign models of modernization, but rather represents China’s
own path by upholding and developing socialist modernization with Chinese
characteristics. To better understand and explain the Chinese modernization,
it is most important to start from a macro-historical perspective, that is, to
see history from a global point of view, and look at Chinese modernization
from the perspective that it has changed the historical landscape of “the East
being subordinate to the West” with great efforts, takes the great rejuvenation
of the Chinese nation as the historical mission under real-life circumstances,
adheres to the innovative practice and creative theory of building socialism
with Chinese characteristics, and champions the shared human values and
creates a new model for human civilization, which are of great significance to
the world and the future of humanity.

1 On Major Theoretical Questions Regarding Chinese
Modernization from a Macro-Historical Perspective

To look at Chinese modernization from a macro-historical perspective,
we first need to answer some important questions regarding its theoretical
foundation. Such questions are as follows. Dose China have to follow a path
to modernization? Is the Western path to modernization the only choice for
China? Why can China create a new path to modernization? How has China
created a new path to modernization? How has the Chinese modernization
helped create a new model for human civilization?

These important theoretical questions further bring forward the following
in-depth theoretical questions that are of world-historical significance
and influence the future of humanity. Does modernization feature abstract
universality or concrete universality? How do we understand the historical
conditions and activities for achieving modernization? How do we understand
the technical characterization and value choice of modernization? How do
we understand the connotation of modernization in terms of ideology, the
times and advancement? How do we understand the difference and similarity
between capitalist advancement and socialist advancement in pursuing
modernization? How do we understand the consequences of modernization
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and reflections on modernity? How do we understand that the choice for a
path to modernization can influence the progress for humanity?

To answer the major practical questions that are of the greatest concern to
the people, we must ask, study, and answer the above theoretical questions,
reveal the connotation of modernization in terms of ideology, the times and
advancement from a macro-historical perspective, and in particular, explain
Chinese modernization from such a perspective in terms of the historical
situation and struggling, historical mission and real-life conditions, innovative
practice and creative theory, and social ideals and world significance. Such
practical questions include the following. Why isn’t Chinese modernization
a copy of foreign models of modernization? Why must China adhere to the
strong leadership of the Communist Party of China (CPC) for achieving
modernization? Why must China be committed to adapting the basic tenets
of Marxism to China’s specific realities and combining it with the fine
traditional culture in pursuing Chinese modernization? Why must China
strengthen its system guarantees and material foundations, and adopt a more
proactive mindset in order to achieve Chinese modernization? Why must
China promote coordinated progress in material, political, cultural-ethical,
social, and ecological terms in pursuing Chinese modernization? Why does
Chinese modernization have the world historical significance of promoting
shared human values and keeping the wheels of history rolling toward bright
horizons, thus influential to the future of the entire humanity? This requires us
to accurately identify the key problems and raise major theoretical questions
reflected in the prevailing reality with insightful thinking in the theory and
practice of socialism with Chinese characteristics, constantly “produce new
theories based on scientific rationale and new practices of regular methods”
(Xi 2016, 22), and theoretically infuse a solid and dynamic connotation to
Chinese modernization in terms of ideology, the times, and advancement.

2 On Chinese Modernization in Terms of the Historical
Situation and Struggling Course of Changing the “East
Being Subordinate to the West”

Modernization is not abstract universality, but rather a product of human
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historic activities and a specific historic form of human advancement. In
this sense, to theoretically understand modernization, the first step should
be to look at it from the dialectical relationship between universality and
particularity, especially between historical activities and historical background
of achieving modernization. If we see it as a specific historic form of human
civilization, modernization has a specific connotation in terms of ideology,
the times, and advancement, thus featuring cosmopolitan universality. As
a product of human historic activities, modernization is a path and model
chosen by a country under specific historical situations. Therefore, there is no
one-size-fits-all model as to what kind of modernization to achieve and how
to achieve it.

From the perspective of cosmopolitan universality, modernization is the
transformation of human society from a traditional agrarian one to a modern
industrial one. It represents the integration of a certain country’s history into
world history, with the global market dominating all countries and nations.
The process of modernization has transformed the modes of production and
social structure, changed social relations and lifestyles, and altered the global
landscape, people’s way of thinking, and social values, forming modern
capitalist advancement as a realistic history. This means that the process of
modernization itself has a specific historical connotation. Karl Marx and
Frederick Engels pointed out in their Manifesto of the Communist Party,
“The bourgeoisie has through its exploitation of the world market given a
cosmopolitan character to production and consumption in every country.”
“In place of the old local and national seclusion and self-sufficiency, we have
intercourse in every direction, universal inter-dependence of nations” (Marx
and Engels 1995, 276). However, from the history of a certain country to the
history of the world, modernization is not an abstract course of world history,
but rather the process in which the bourgeoisie “compels all nations, on pain
of extinction, to adopt the bourgeois mode of production,” and “compels
them to introduce what it calls civilization into their midst,” i.e., “creates a
world after its own image” (Marx and Engels 1995, 276). In this “world,”
the bourgeoisie “has made the country dependent on the towns” and “it has
made barbarian and semi-barbarian countries dependent on the civilized ones,
nations of peasants on nations of bourgeois, the East on the West” (Marx and
Engels 1995, 277). In this sense, the process of modernization has separated
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the world into two parts, that is, “the modern West” and “the East” which is
dependent on the West. Countries in “the East” face not only the problem of
how to realize modernization, but also how all humanity can jointly create a
new world.

The fundamental situation facing modern China on its road to
modernization is the world landscape of “the East being subordinate to the
West.” Marx said, “Men make their own history, but they do not make it as
they please; they do not make it under self-selected circumstances, but under
circumstances existing already, given and transmitted from the past” (Marx
and Engels 1995, 585). Throughout China’s modern history, the country
has been trying to find a path to modernization in such a context of Western
dominance. Therefore, exploring a uniquely Chinese path to modernization
needs to emphasize not only the universal course of transformation from
the history of a certain country to the history of the world in modern times,
but also the world landscape of “the East being subordinate to the West”
in this process as well as China’s historical situation in modern times.
Overlooking this historical situation and condition will lead to the absence
of historical basis and realistic foundation for analysis of the Chinese
modernization.

The historical situation of “the East being subordinate to the West” in
modern China is rooted in the condition that “After the Opium War of
1840, however, China was gradually reduced to a semi-colonial, semi-
feudal society and suffered greater ravages than ever before. The country
endured intense humiliation, the people were subjected to great pain, and the
Chinese civilization was plunged into darkness” (Xi 2021b, 2). This historical
situation determines that the priority of China’s modernization must be saving
the nation from peril and achieving national independence and prosperity.
However, movements and reforms like the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom
Movement, the Reform Movement of 1898, the Boxer Uprising, and the
Revolution of 1911 emerged one after another, with a variety of plans devised
to ensure the nation’s survival, but all of these efforts ended in failure. This
proves that the Chinese nation must develop new ideas and a new path to
achieve national independence and prosperity. In the early 20th century
when China’s history integrated with world history, Marxism-Leninism was
brought to China with the salvoes of Russia’s October Revolution led by
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Lenin. “The founding of a communist party in China was an epoch-making
event, which profoundly changed the course of Chinese history in modern
times, transformed the future of the Chinese people and nation, and altered
the landscape of world development” (Xi 2021b, 3). Therefore, to explore a
uniquely Chinse path to modernization, there’s a must to understand not only
the historical situation of “the East being subordinate to the West” in modern
China, but also the CPC’s endeavors to unite and lead the Chinese people in
fundamentally changing this historical situation, and the fundamental social
conditions secured through the victory of the new-democratic revolution led
by the CPC for achieving Chinese modernization.

The historical situation of “the East being subordinate to the West” in
modern China determined the semi-colonial and semi-feudal nature of
Chinese society and oppression by the three mountains of imperialism,
feudalism, and bureaucrat-capitalism, posing the biggest obstacle on China’s
path to achieve modernization. Only by following the path of socialism with
Chinese characteristics could China change the semi-colonial and semi-
feudal nature of its society and get rid of the oppression. Therefore, Chinese
modernization must be achieved in a socialist way. The CPC united and
led the Chinese people in successfully overthrowing the “three mountains”
through unyielding struggles and tough battles, establishing the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) with people as its master, and realizing national
independence and people’s liberation. This put an end to China’s history as
a semi-colonial, semi-feudal society, and ended modern China’s subordinate
status, which created the fundamental social conditions for China’s
modernization. After the founding of the PRC in 1949, China witnessed a
three-year national economic recovery, completed the socialist transformation
of agriculture, handicrafts, and capitalist industry and commerce, established
the socialist system, implemented the First Five-Year Plan, and established
a relatively complete socialist industrialization system. To clarify the goals
of socialist modernization, China also put forward an array of concepts in
the magnificent blueprint of achieving the Four Modernizations, namely
building China into a strong socialist country with modernized agriculture,
industry, national defense, and science and technology. Since the reform and
opening up, the CPC has creatively explored the path of China’s socialist
modernization. They came up with new ideas, established the overall goals,
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designed the strategic steps, and defined a new path to socialist modernization
with Chinese characteristics. This indicates that Chinese modernization must
be built on national independence and people’s liberation realized in the new-
democratic revolution led by the CPC, and should target at realizing national
rejuvenation by undergoing the process of standing up, growing prosperous,
and becoming strong. China has pioneered a new path to modernization and
created a new model for human civilization with great endeavors of changing
the situation of “the East being subordinate to the West.” Such efforts are of
historical significance for the whole world. Producing new theories based
on scientific rationale and new practices of regular methods in the great
endeavors for building socialism with Chinese characteristics is the realistic
basis for explaining Chinese modernization and the theoretical mission of
replying to and answering all major realistic questions regarding Chinese
modernization.

3 On Chinese Modernization in Terms of Innovative
Practice and Creative Theory of Building Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics

Chinese modernization differs from the capitalist model of modernization
and does not follow “the East being subordinate to the West.” It aims at
building a strong socialist country, achieving the great rejuvenation of the
Chinese nation, and promoting well-rounded human development. Therefore,
there is a must for China to pioneer a new and uniquely Chinese path to
modernization and create a new model for human civilization, namely,
socialist modernization with Chinese characteristics.

Socialist modernization with Chinese characteristics, in its essence, is
the modernization of building a strong socialist country with Marxism as
the guiding ideology, and continuously providing stronger institutions,
firmer material foundations and a more proactive mindset for building a
strong socialist country. It is the modernization that promotes coordinated
material, political, cultural-ethical, social, and ecological advancement, and
one that aims at building a community with a shared future for mankind and
achieving well-rounded human development. That is to pioneer a new path
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to modernization and create a new model for human civilization. Equipping
stronger institutions, firmer material foundations and more proactive mindset
is an innovative practice in building socialism with Chinese characteristics
and the new path to modernization created in socialism with Chinese
characteristics.

The new path to modernization with Chinese characteristics is firstly a new
path to socialist modernization, and then it is a new path to modernization
with the establishment, consolidation and improvement of the socialist
system as the institutional foundation. A country’s history, culture, social
nature, and economic development level determine its national institution and
governance system. The Western model of modernization is not the only path
to achieve modernization, and every country may go its own way. “Since they
learned Marxism-Leninism, the Chinese people have ceased to be passive in
spirit and gained the initiative” (Mao 1991, 1516). Gaining the initiative in
spirit means exploring China’s own path to modernization. “Only socialism
could save China, and only socialism could develop China.” This points out
the direction and path as well as the most solid institutional foundation for
achieving Chinese modernization.

In the great endeavors to build a great modern socialist country, “Our Party
was deeply aware that, to achieve national rejuvenation, it was essential to
establish an advanced socialist system that fits China’s reality” (Xi 2017b,
14). Since the founding of the PRC, the CPC has united and led the people
to complete the socialist revolution and establish the basic socialist system,
laying down the fundamental political and institutional foundations necessary
for the development of modern China in all respects. “Reform and opening up
is a great reawakening of the CPC, nurturing great creativity in both theory
and practice for the CPC” (Xi 2018b, 4). Reform and opening up marked
a great turning point in the Party’s history since the founding of the PRC
which has been of far-reaching significance, set the basic line for the primary
stage of socialism, and achieved the historic transformations from a highly
centralized planned economy into a socialist market economy brimming with
vitality, and from a country that was largely isolated into one that is open to
the outside world across the board. Reform and opening up further reinforced
the basic socialist system and provided dynamic institutional guarantees
for giving play to the institutional advantages of socialism. Since the 18th



On Chinese Modernization from a Macro-Historical Perspective 337

CPC National Congress, the CPC Central Committee with Xi Jinping at
its core has given the answer to the major question regarding what kind of
socialism with Chinese characteristics to pursue and develop and how to
pursue and develop it, and established Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, which have promoted the cause of
the CPC and the country to go through historic changes and score historic
achievements, and provided stronger institutions, firmer material foundations,
and a more proactive mindset for building a great socialist country and
realizing national rejuvenation. “Socialism with Chinese characteristics
is a fundamental achievement of the Party and the people, forged through
innumerable hardships and great sacrifices, and it is the right path for us
to achieve national rejuvenation” (Xi 2021b, 13). Chinese modernization
is a modernization of upholding and developing socialism with Chinese
characteristics, and a uniquely new path to modernization is a new path to
modernization of upholding and developing the institutional advantages of
the socialist system with Chinese characteristics.

The new modernization path created in socialism with Chinese
characteristics gives full play to its institutional advantages by continuously
unleashing and developing productive forces, promoting the balanced
advancement in material, political, cultural-ethical, social and ecological
terms, and creating a new model for human civilization. The CPC led the
Chinese people to complete the socialist revolution and advance socialist
construction, transforming China from a poor and backward Eastern country
with a large population to a socialist country. In the new period of reform and
opening up and socialist modernization, China has been transformed from
a country with relatively backward productive forces to the world’s second
largest economy, and made the historic strides of raising the living standards
of its people from bare subsistence to moderate prosperity in general and then
toward moderate prosperity in all respects. On the occasion of celebrating
the centenary of the CPC, “we have realized the first centenary goal of
building a moderately prosperous society in all respects. This means that we
have brought about a historic resolution to the problem of absolute poverty
in China, and we are now marching in confident strides toward the second
centenary goal of building China into a great modern socialist country in all
respects” (Xi 2021b, 2).
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The new modernization path created in socialism with Chinese
characteristics gives full play to the advantages of the socialist system by
upholding the people-centered philosophy of development and promoting
the well-rounded development of its people and common prosperity. “The
people’s wish for a good life is our goal” (Xi 2014, 4). Man is a physiological,
psychological, and social being. In the simplest sense, providing people
with a good life means giving them a relatively abundant material life
satisfying their physiological needs, a fulfilling spiritual life satisfying their
psychological needs, and a harmonious life satisfying their ethical needs. To
satisfy people’s needs and aspirations for a good life, “Development is the
underpinning and the key for solving all our country’s problems” (Xi 2017b,
21). Since the third plenary session of the 11th Central Committee of the
CPC, the CPC and the country have shifted the focus of work to the economy,
defined building a socialist market economy as an objective of reform and
set a basic framework in this regard, established a basic economic system
and distribution system for the primary stage of socialism, and opened up
new horizons for reform, opening up, and socialist modernization. The 19th
CPC National Congress clearly pointed out, “As socialism with Chinese
characteristics has entered a new era, the principal contradiction facing
Chinese society has evolved. What we now face is the contradiction between
unbalanced and inadequate development and the people’s ever-growing
needs for a better life” (Xi 2017b, 11). Devoting great energy to addressing
development’s imbalances and inadequacies, pushing hard to improve the
quality and effect of development, better meeting people’s ever-growing
economic, political, cultural, social, and ecological needs, and effectively
promoting well-rounded human development and all-round social progress
constitute the new development philosophy of innovation, coordination,
green, openness, and sharing. This new development philosophy demonstrates
in concentration the connotation of Chinese modernization in terms of
ideology, the times, and advancement, promotes coordinated development
of material, political, cultural and ethical, social, and ecological civilization,
thus creating a new model for human civilization.

The new modernization path created in socialism with Chinese
characteristics gives full play to the advantages of the socialist system
to realize the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation by respecting people’s



On Chinese Modernization from a Macro-Historical Perspective 339

pioneering spirit and adopting a more proactive mindset. “When the people
have ideals, their country will have strength, and their nation will have
a bright future” (Xi 2017c, 323). The process of modernization always
represents the dreams and pursuits of a country and a nation, and always takes
its value ideals, value norms and value guidance as the direction of progress
and its value expectations, value identity and value orientation as the solid
foundation. Building socialism with Chinese characteristics and realizing
the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation are not only the shared social
ideals and value guidance of all Chinese people that answer the question of
“what we want,” but also the value expectations, value identity and value
orientation of every Chinese people that answer the question of “what I
want,” thus stimulating a more proactive mindset of all Chinese people.
“Chinese culture has a long history stretching back to antiquity. It crystallizes
the deepest aspirations and the distinctive traits of the Chinese spirit, and
has ensured the lineage, development and growth of the Chinese nation”
(Xi 2014, 164). Chinese people’s cultural confidence is reflected in their
own path to make advancement. Such confidence creates a deeper-rooted,
more profound and more long-lasting spiritual force for building a Chinese
path to modernization, and constantly stimulates a more proactive mindset
for adhering to the Chinese path, promoting the Chinese spirit, boosting
national cohesion, following a Chinese path to modernization, and creating
a new model for human civilization. Such spiritual power that is constantly
transformed into material power has helped create China’s miracles that have
captured the attention of the world.

4 On Chinese Modernization in Terms of the World
Significance of Creating a New Model for Human
Civilization and the Importance to Human Future

The Chinese path to modernization is of great significance to world history
and the future of mankind. From the perspective of achieving cosmopolitan
modernization, especially changing the global landscape of “the East being
subordinate to the West,” the Chinese path to modernization has helped
build a moderately prosperous society in all respects and brought about
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an important resolution to the problem of absolute poverty in China. “It
has offered a new option for countries and nations who want to accelerate
development while preserving their independence; and it has offered Chinese
wisdom and Chinese solutions to addressing major issues facing humanity”
(Xi 2017b, 10). From the perspective of solving global issues relating to
modernity, a uniquely Chinese path to modernization “means that scientific
socialism 1is full of vitality in 21st century China, and that the banner of
socialism with Chinese characteristics is now flying high and proud for all to
see” (Xi 2017b, 10). It infuses a new socialist connotation of modernization
in terms of ideology, the times, and civilization, and creates a new model for
human civilization.

The historical process of worldwide modernization has comprehensively
and profoundly changed the relationship between man and the world. It
has not only promoted the great development of human civilization, but
also brought major problems in the process of human advancement. In
terms of the human-nature relationship, the most serious and pressing
problems facing humans are those regarding sustainable development
which are mainly represented by ecological problems caused by mass
production, mass consumption, and mass waste. In terms of the human-
society relationship, the most serious and pressing problems facing humans
are those regarding alienation of human dependence on things caused by
capital logic and the deepening polarization. In terms of people’s relationship
with themselves, the most serious and pressing human problems are the
“existential anxiety for the unbearable lightness of life without a standard
choice” brought by the crisis of belief and the growing trend of extremism.
From the view of the international relations among countries, the most
serious and pressing problem is the threat caused by hegemonism and
power politics in some developed countries to human values of peace and
development. Problems regarding modernization in the course of world
history urgently require a new path to modernization and a new model for
human civilization, which are exactly where the significance of Chinese
modernization lies.

The world significance of Chinese modernization is that the CPC
takes Marxism as the fundamental guiding ideology and upholds and
develops socialism with Chinese characteristics, creating a Chinese path to
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modernization and a new model for human civilization that promotes all-
round social progress and well-rounded human development. Upholding
and developing Marxism is the living soul of adhering to and developing
socialism with Chinese characteristics and following a Chinese path to
modernization. For all humanity, the most important and difficult theoretical
problem is to find the law of development of human society. For humanity
in modern times, the most important and difficult problem in constructing a
theoretical architecture is to find the law of movement of modern capitalism
and achieve a major change in the model for human civilization. As a great
thinker in human history, Marx discovered the law of development of
human history and the movement law of capitalism. Besides, with these two
discoveries as the basis, he proposed the great social ideology of striving for
the freedom and all-round development of human beings, and showed the
people a realistic path to freedom and liberation. The great practical power of
Marxism is that it endows the people with the firmest ideals and convictions
in their historic creation activities, it provides the most solid theoretical
support to cosmopolitan socialist movements, and it offers guidance to
regular changes in the model for human advancement. “The thought and
theory of Marx are of his times and go beyond his times. They are the essence
of the spirit of that times and the essence of the spirit of all humanity” (Xi
2018a, 7). Without Marxism, it would be impossible to form true and far-
reaching social ideals and value propositions, to have guidance for creating
a new model for human civilization, to have theoretical support for rallying
power and moving towards the future, and to stand on the commanding height
of truth and morality in creating a new Chinese path to modernization. The
most solid theoretical foundation for Chinese modernization is to constantly
advance all-round social progress and well-rounded human development in
addressing the contradictions between productive forces and the relations
of production and between economic base and superstructure according to
the objective law of human social development discovered by Marx. “At the
fundamental level, the capability of our Party and the strengths of socialism
with Chinese characteristics are attributable to the fact that Marxism works”
(Xi 2021b, 13). Fundamentally speaking, Chinese modernization is a socialist
modernization with Marxism as the guiding ideology, a modernization of
realizing people’s aspirations for a better life with Marxism as the theoretical
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foundation, and thus a modernization of standing at the commanding height
of truth and morality. Just by upholding and developing socialism with
Chinese characteristics with Marxism as the guiding ideology, China has
fundamentally changed the world situation of “the East being subordinate
to the West” and achieved a historic leap from standing up and growing
prosperous to becoming strong. Besides, it has constantly produced new
theories based on scientific rationale and new practices of regular methods
for solving issues related to cosmopolitan modernization, pioneered a
uniquely Chinese path to modernization, and created a new model for human
civilization.

Chinese modernization is of world significance because it promotes the
new coordinated advancement ideology, and has helped create a new model
for human civilization featuring all-round social progress and well-rounded
human development. Engels used to summarize history and foresee the future
of mankind as such, “The more that human beings become removed from
animals in the narrower sense of the word, the more they make their own
history consciously, the less becomes the influence of unforeseen effects and
uncontrolled forces of this history, and the more accurately does the historical
result correspond to the aim laid down in advance” (Marx and Engels 1995,
274). In this regard, Engels further pointed out, “It required the labour of
thousands of years for us to learn a little of how to calculate the more remote
natural effects of our actions in the field of production, but it has been still
more difficult in regard to the more remote social effects of these actions”
(Marx and Engels 1995, 384). In this connection, we must carry out “a
complete revolution in our hitherto existing mode of production, and with it of
our whole contemporary social order” (Marx and Engels 1995, 385). Chinese
modernization has a world and historical significance because it promotes
the new coordinated advancement ideology, which helps fully calculate not
only the more remote natural consequences but also the more remote social
consequences of human actions, and then consciously realize the consistency
of historic consequences and intended purposes. A major difference between
Chinese modernization and the modernization of developed Western countries
is that “the modernization of developed Western countries is like a ‘series
connection’ process during which industrialization, urbanization, agricultural
modernization, and informatization have taken place in a sequence, having
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taken over 200 years to reach the current level. Given the fact that China is a
latecomer, the country’s modernization process must therefore be a “parallel
connection’ process, during which industrialization, informationization,
urbanization and agricultural modernization are developed simultaneously”
(Xi 2017a, 159). In the “parallel connection” process of Chinse-style
modernization, the most important thing is to continuously drive coordinated
progress in material, political, cultural-ethical, social, and ecological terms,
forming “two-civilization” coordinated development concept, “three-sphere”
sustainable development concept, “four-sphere” scientific development
concept, and “five-sphere” new development concept, and pioneering a model
of sustainable development featuring increased production, higher living
standards, and healthy ecosystems. The development ideology is strategic,
programmatic, and guiding, which embodies the idea, direction, and focus of
the cause. The new human advancement path guided by the new innovative,
coordinated, green, open, and shared development ideology profoundly
contains “the shared human values of peace, development, fairness, justice,
democracy, and freedom” (Xi 2021b, 16). It is not only a path to promote
all-round social progress, but also a path to achieve well-rounded human
development. In their studies on the transformation of history into world
history, Marx and Engels, with their great insights, pointed out that, “the
liberation of each single individual will be accomplished in the measure in
which history becomes transformed into world history” (Marx and Engels
1995, 89). A uniquely Chinese path to modernization, with promoting all-
round social progress and well-rounded human development as the essence,
gives new meanings to modernization and Chinese modernization in
terms of ideology, the times and advancement. A uniquely Chinese path to
modernization has helped not only create a new model for human civilization,
but also shape the spirit of the times for guiding humanity to forge ahead into
the future. Therefore, from a macro-historical perspective, a uniquely Chinese
path to modernization is of not only realistic world significance, but also far-
reaching significance to the future of humanity.
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