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How Can Animal Rights Be Possible: Ethical Jurisprudence's

Justification and the Chinese Approach
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Abstract: The necessity and feasibility of animal protection have always been central controversies
facing by animal protection legislation worldwide. Animal welfare theory, which is centered on anthropocentrism,
faces a dilemma due to its utilitarian stance, whereas ecocentric animal rights theory offers a viable solution to
this problem. Animal rights theory takes sentience as the basis for animals' fundamental rights, such as the
right not to suffer torture, and asserts that animals are themselves subjects of moral significance, whose
subjective existence must be respected. Within a framework where moral rights and legal rights are
isomorphic, animal rights can be extended from the moral domain to legal protection; By examining and
affirming their legal— ethical basis within the Chinese context, a feasible pathway may be established for
China's animal protection legislation to resolve its difficulties.
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