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Early Development and Administration of Lingnan’s Maritime Territories:

The Administrative Establishment of Xiangshan Island in the Song Dynasty
Li Dahai

Abstract: During the Northern and Southern Song dynasties, Xiangshan Island 7 LI & , which was not yet
connected to the mainland of Guangzhou by land outside the Pearl River Estuary ¥k 7T. [T, was gradually brought
into the administrative vision of imperial development and governance. In the early Northern Song, extant
literature contained only legendary descriptions of the island’ s landscape. By the Yuanfeng JG ¥ reign, however,
the official Records of the Nine Regions { JLI &) documented silver and salt works there. In the fifth year of the
Yuanfeng reign, local officials, aiming to resolve disputes among immigrant farming households on the island,
resolved to establish Xiangshan Town 7 I1i 4 and dispatch a town supervisor to exercise administration. By the
carly Southern Song, the island was upgraded from a town to a county, roughly completing the early process of
coastal frontier governance. The foundation of Xiangshan Town was related to the exploitation of resources such as
silver and salt, but fundamentally stemmed from administrative considerations to control the island’s agricultural
population. The prevailing view that Xiangshan Town was established in the second year of the Zhide £ 7% reign of
the Tang Dynasty is purely a mistake caused by textual errors and careless revisions during the Ming Dynasty. The
spatial structure of administrative governance on the island centered on Shiqi 47§ (present-day urban Zhongshan
tr1ly), the core area of sandy fields in the northern part facing the mainland. Restoring the historical evolution of
the administrative establishment of Xiangshan Island in the Song Dynasty helps illuminate the internal logic of the
early development and governance of the Lingnan coastal frontier.

Keywords: coastal frontier governance; agricultural development; Song Dynasty; Xiangshan Town; Shiqi
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