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Frontier Landscape Research: Concepts, Dimensions, and Values

WU Songtao'* ,HE Mingyi'*,PENG Xiao'*" ,WANG Yue’

(1. School of Architecture and Design, Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin 150001, China;
2. Key Laboratory of Cold Region Land Spatial Planning and Ecological Protection and Restoration,
Ministry of Natural Resources, Harbin 150001, China;

3. Heilongjiang Land Science Society ,Harbin 150040, China)

Abstract : China’s long frontier lines and vast frontier areas exhibit natural, cultural and geographic heterogeneity. Existing
frontier research mainly focuses on the history and institutional changes of frontier governance, and there is a lack of systematic
study on the environment and the landscape formed after the interaction between the frontier cultural and historical activities and
the environment. This article proposes the academic concept of frontier landscape to call for research attempts in related fields
and defines it based on its political, geographical, and cultural connotations. Starting from the theory of cultural landscape, it
is believed that the frontier environment is a unique geographical medium, and the political factors ,such as national security,
frontier governance, identity recognition, and cultural factors, such as cultural exchange and ethnic integration are the driving
forces for the formation and evolution of the landscape. The interaction process of the two creates a rich frontier landscape that
constantly evolves with historical development and technological progress. The concept of frontier landscape, which is formed by
incorporating the perspective of national spatial planning disciplines based on existing frontier research,can help strengthen in-
terdisciplinary research, promote the overall coordination of social, economic, and ecological environment in frontier areas, and
the sustainable development of frontier areas under the new era of national governance system, which have practical values for
the construction of Beautiful China.

Key words: frontier; cultural landscape; frontier landscape; conceptual connotation; contemporary values

« 31 -



