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From Locations to Dislocations: Frank Nabarro
Tums Obstructions into Opporunities

With quiet humor and a strong will, Profes-
sor Frank Reginald Nunes Nabarro has en-
dured university politics and a country’s battle
with apartheid to become an unquestioniable sci-
entific force in his adopted country and world-
wide. He brought Nabarro-Herring creep fo
materials science, and through his book on dis-
location t , showed himself to be one of the
mathematical wizards of that field. He contin-
ued to go deeper into the field throughout his
schooling and early career in the United
Kingdom and his 50-plus years in South Africa
at the University of the Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg. Always questioning and prob-
ing, he is clear about what he knows and what
seems beyond his or anyone’s grasp.

When he heard that a young student in his
department was eager to meet him, but felt
wrzworthy to be with someone so celebrated,
Frank promptly introduced himself and gene-
inely wondered how they had not made eacl
other’s acquaintance earlier. He wanted to
understand her scientific work, aware that
there is always something more to learn.

Frank Nabarro came to his first Materials
Research Society meeting at age 87, attending
the 2003 MRS Fall Meeting in Boston. When
asked why, he apologetically admitted that an
invitation to an event happening in parallel to
the meeting tipped the balance, with his real
goal being to meet with long-time friends and
colleagues. Yet, as he has done so often in his
life, he leveraged a chance circumstance into
something more. I was unabashedly excited to
be introduced to him by John Cahn, who knew
E—— At

e —— dicloratinn itos

class. So you changed halfway through. If
you were the worst at woodwork, you had
to look after the glue pot. This is where I
found myself and T thought, “This is no
game at all,” so 1 said, “Can I please do
double chemistry?”

Trinity College; 1 got into New College,
Oxford, which is a gorgeous college.
Although it has some modern buildings,
it has its nearly original medieval court:
yard, a bit of the old city wall of Oxford,
and the original chapel and hall and

E2 EEMMARFESMILEHRRE Nabarro XX E

The 1995 Institute of Metals Lecture and Robert Franklin Mehl Award

Rafting in Superalloys
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