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The biological functions of saikosaponins and the progress on its
applications in the production of livestock and poultry

Zhang Jidong
Gongyi Agricultural Service Center, Henan Province, Gongyi 451200, China

Abstract Saikosaponins (SS) are the core bioactive component found in the traditional Chinese medicine
(TCM) Bupleurum chinense, with effects of regulating inflammatory response, antioxidation, and relieving the
response to heat stress. They are highly potential alternatives to antibiotics. This article systematically analyzed
the biological functions of SS and the progress on its application in the production of livestock and poultry. SS
primarily exerts antiviral, antioxidant, and organ protective effects by regulating anti-inflammatory responses,
lipid metabolism, and the immunization of cell activity. Meanwhile, they have clear effects in alleviating the re-
sponse to heat stress in livestock and poultry, improving the immunity of body and production performance.
However, there are key issues in current applications of SS including complex composition, low bioavailability,
unclear dose-response relationships, and an incomplete system of evaluating safety. Further studying the mecha-
nism of its activity, optimizing the preparation technology, establishing the standards of quality, researching and
developing compound formulations are needed in the future to provide a basis for further promoting the large-
scale application of SS in antibiotic-free farming.
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and poultry; alternatives to antibiotics

UTAESR , NATTR B 7 il Jo 2 4 Y SR BOR
i, BEAE DAL BUR IR AEAT , & & SR A
PO 2 T B 245 14 15 245 W) 5k B (0] sl ok 155 fi
e, TP R A R R R AR T A A & R B
FER o SRR TP BEIm R T 0 T 2, 5
1] }& 1F (saikosaponins, SS) /& 4¢ i & #4 25 R4 1) # 22
WP 2 — 8 T r R e B 3R =i B 4, 3%
R [ B fe 2 S5 A8 RT3 O JELAR T | [) 30 000G 26 5
IR FPECRIR S A12 FFHUR BE 5 SRR
Al 2 R0 A 5 2 P N TR 22 B9 SS oy T2 2 A0 4
SSA(saikosaponin A), SSB1(saikosaponin B1),SSB2
(saikosaponin B2), SSC(saikosaponin C),SSD(saiko-
saponin D)% . SSA FIl SSD H A %A W3 14 A%
O B, R A R S TR T 2R bR, SSH
AT JAE SN R BT TE AR IR S O BT
SEAL ORI e B G AR AN S I A5 DR

HEICTSSTEESE Lyt 2%t TH—1)
ROYGE , B0 8 8 AN A A K B B 25 25 75 38 S K
T 0 % B8 DU 55 RV T A4 R AN 58 38 L AL DG 5T
PR HEBR o AR SCEEIR S A A AR W) T e
HAE R & B TP RS R RE , WA SS A f s
TR & BB A, LU O i 2 SS 71
A INR rp g OB v S e e TSR B S
g b 25 BT IRAE & HO™ L TP R E A A

1 SSHEMFINREE

1.1 HESE

PIRIEVER SS FEMY L PE I 2 — , HbL 2
T ] 22 B0 AR 2 R FNAE - Bk R BT R AR
o Toll BE3Z4K-4(toll-like receptor 4, TLR4)/#% %% 5%
“F-kB(nuclear factor-kB, NF-«kB){5 5 i i & AL 1A
B ST B, 2 AL 32 B SR AR, TLR4Y
NF-«B {55 5 i #4051 IR ™ 3 0 58 E L
I, A 22 50 R - 1Y R, S BUFIE B9 28 0 i
P, SSA F1 SSD ] i il et 78 SR SE I T au(tu-
mor necrosis factor-a, TNF-a) , [ 41 Ifd /- % -6(inter-
leukin 6, IL-6) F [ 41 1 /- % 1B(interleukin-1p, IL-
1) 5 Z T RAE /K F-, 3] TLR4/NF-kB {5 58
B, T A HEPTRAE Y, Wang S 58 & 3, SSA
A LA3E 33 1817 TLR4/NF-wB 3 # f 73 e H ikt 4k

Yy i} 4(glutathione peroxidase 4, GPX4) 1) 1% 1k &
PE AT R Bt RAE . Piao S5 BFRE R M,
SSA AJ 375 5 BV T 4 it (Th)2 %4 A1 (Th)17 %4 4 Ji
+ Wil IL-6/15 5 5% 5 K 5 % AL A 1 3(signal
transducer and activator of transcription 3, STAT3)/4E
FH 52 AH G I AZ 3Z 1K yt (retinoic acid-related orphan
receptor yt, RORyt)il [ Fll NF-xB i& 12 , # il /)N fl 5
B R AE . TLR4A/FEAE 5346 K 88(myeloid differ-
enttiation factor 88, MyD88){i5 5 1 i th & ML A fr %2
) SR8 S AT 52 I B, 12 3 B 22 i B 8 1k s I
P ST PR e A B e e s R v 9 U S A
HA IL-33 . TLR4 . MyD88 & [ /2 1% i % 5 5 A 2L
NEEE M, Yin ST R W, SSD AT 2 fiff N s 1 S
UG R ST E R R FEDR K
P, SSD AL FERE AR TNF-a \ IL-1B 7K F , i 7] LA 4
PEAME L (Th)2 ¥ B L , DL S B4 40 IL-33 \ TLR4
MyD88 £ [ AH X FR 3k £, ] 98 5 S 0z, DA TG X 2
PR AN AR TR T, AR FHALEI AT e 5 3
il TLR4/MyD88 {55 5 il i 1 M A ¢, A WF 5 W
SSD X Bl W i A7 b 25 A D2, £ NF-kB/NOD
FE 22 /K % 11 -3(NOD-like receptor protein 3, NLRP3)
{5538 [, NLRP3 S AE /IMAE: 1021 B P9 04 25 1
AW, 3 R NLRP3 L4 43 30 41 jfd (antibody-
secreting cell, ASC) Fl it KX & [ fifi -1(Caspase-1) 41
B, 2 5 PR 90E N A PR, WA NLRP3
RAE/IMATE JNAE 23 B0 Caspase-1. 15 B0 IR 5T
TEA , SSA W 3 i # fil NLRP3 4 i /MAC LI | i 7
rh B OR OBR BR 2B 11 BT 1K (thyroglobulin antibody,
TgAb) ., R MR 1 401k 97 i Bt 4% (thyroid peroxidase
antibody , TPOAD) . fi H fR i ## & (thyroid stimulat-
ing hormone , TSH) A1 25 = filt H Jit )51 2 iR (triiodo-
thyronine, T3) 7K *F- 1 H R B 20 21 TNF-« IL-6
NLRP3., ASC. % $7T %¢ fift it K 25 11 Bl -1(cleaved-
caspase-1) I IL-18 Y& /K-35 g REAIG , 2 R
S B e 9% PR T R (autoimmune liver disease,
ALD) . SSA i "] LU /N BRI 15 45 N 5% T (glu-
tamic pyruvic transaminase, GPT), 7¥ 5 % 2 Jiff (glu-
tamic oxaloacetic transaminase, GOT) & & [k , H
4~ % -17(interleukin 17,1L-17) mRNA 2% ik £ &A%,
IL-10mRNA 120 il 75 T itk 2 40 i A 54T J5L-4(cyto-
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toxic T lymphocyte-associated antigen 4, CTLA-4)
mRNA 3£ ik & 7+ &, & AIH /) B R 22 5E
IR IV
1.2 HmEEE

SS ] LAFESS #E A7 \DNA & il (B 5 24 B
B, M 25 0 A0 B R 2R N, G T 4H LA B
A0 T e 45 Ty O HE U RE G 1, JF X 2 Rk
AR BATIENPURTEMER] . Pan SFRTSE R,
SSC A ¥t LTI 98 995 7 (HBV) I UL 1) 7 T, SSC
PIL-6 23k , B [ 4110 ] JH- 240 M 4% I F 1 au(hepatocyte
nuclear factorlo, HNF1o) #1141 ffd #% K ¥~ 4a(hepa-
tocyte nuclear factorla, HNF4a) 3k , HE M6l 2 fF
%5 75 T 2L 1 RNAHBVpg RNA) 1Y & 1%, & ¥ 41
HBV &L D) fE . SSB2 RETE N e 2 19 A= . 2 1l
B2 B Bty & A Y, i AR o 41 il 4 1
R AR 2 B, I e SRR B Y o i LR
il A0 B A, A R DE R TR R AR AR
SFPE T A I, SSA A SN 4 e R BE (porcine
rotavirus, PORV) Y4 5H A 8 -V , i — B WF 58 & B
SSA X H A AS [ e = D B PoRV A Y500 7 &% 4
P B UL BA — € PUR REVE T, 9120 R ] SSA A
AIEAER) VORI . LiSEP R 5 & B, SSD
Fe SSA ] UL B 25 FEAR A MG T ATI BRI AW &
G, W A AR 5 B LSS BT (R TE RN EE ATL
VR4 sE T, ol T M e 2 AT1RE
1.3 RIPAAEIER

SEEA DR ITFVE F, AL 32 B2 o 41 o A A2
R 200 B % 15 5 RN RS T R R A0 R A E U A 0 A2
YA FErh OCH 2L G4 P I = R X TGF-
B A ) IR A0 AT A A A R VR L 2 L 4
O F R 006 PE R BF X Z2 K (liver X re-
ceptor, LXR) & 1 #4Z 32 & , 5 LXRa Il LXRB 2 Ft
WA, LXRa B AL SR B ACS 8 35 iy 8P
ik, 25 1 oA UL ] - AR 2K A S A 10 R A
)% 5k o Zhu SFPIBIE5E & B, SSA BE WS 11 il Hh 45
Py g1 0 20 288 1 A1 W) B (MPO) . N T
(MDA) LA J Ifil 15 45 %5 % 24 i (AST) 4% TN % 2 Tl
(ALT)/KF BTt 446 48 L A -F- TNF-a 5 IL-1B &
ik, [A] B RE A2 41 il NF-«B 15 5 i 48 0 3076 O 32 &
LXRo [R5 , AT A& #5 SSA 5 B 453 443 19 4 H <
AR ALY 6 B, SSA ] Wi LR AT L B
JHF 4 L ) 4735 258, R AR IR A R E . Gu 55

WE5E 87 , SSD AT LA 13 Hip i 3k 480 £ 47 il 1A 1 51 40
W 2 1K a(PPARC), 1 i i1 Bt 8 15 Je (45 & 2R
1c(SREBP 1) #6114 B 17 2 A= 0 & B, 175 3 R i iR
O] U AN R AWK il i DR Sl
INA, SSA FI SSD AT 3 ik VA 47 [ Wi 1 on k4 A
F1-1(SREBP-1) 1% 5 ] {4 7% £k 7K -, 10 il Jig 177 iz A=
Y& L, B S IR R AR A, S #50F HE T A
B 105 P - (NAFLD) 36 Y7 VB o B FR 2 2508 bt
FERW, SSB1 AT i 2 WA St 43 495 /0 LA I O
T8, V% ST A 2 B , AR 2 M 5L 7D B
L7 H ALT \AST IL-6 . IL-1B &% TNF-a /K-, & #
X 2R /N BB PR R T o SSD AT o-F
15 WUILEN ) (a-SMA) LA A= K ] F-B 1 (TGF-B
DA g EA , il vy S 4 Bk (CCL) 5 S 1 K B
LR A, AT U /N 2549 75 B , SR SE SR AT (2T 4
AR BRIl A2, SS X H A P It AT AS [m] ) O 4P A
FHo SSA BT LAB; 1k He J7 8 1 far i75 & 1O E ST 4k Ak,
SR AR IE B9V IR SSD X H,0, 35 5 Al K B
LA A HO2 H A5 A DA I , 3 RE A 508 4  Wi
HLE | B il 405

1.4 SERATHRELIER

SS X HILAAR 114 200 it £ 928 FIA VR fie 92 X506 A A

FH T 98500 0 200 i, 1 s ML 1) R S A2 ) i
AR S s ThfE . SSA fE W & M| TNF-a \IL-
1B FIIL-6 SE A 2Rk , i BT il T4 2 B A 1 s 1k
IEH TR S or i L IR 7 1 23800 R 115
SECURFFEUE S, SSA AT TNF-o 5 IL-18 55 A9 3R
I, A0 BURF B 41 (HSC-T6) PR T, 14 58 K Fil
%% 1. Huang M5 & B, SSA BTG WNT/B-
1% 2R 11 (B-catenin) {5 538 i, $2 &5 T 401 1(T
cell factor, TCF-1) 1 J#k 2 34 5% X - -1(lymphoid
enhancer-binding factor 1, LEF-1)7K~F, Jill i 1 i Jik
o240 B 43 A B, AR o a0 0 A T, 398
MYIHE . B EHEFWE5E LB, SSD fgfe #F K i A
JE 2 BT A0 LR M B 2 A K R A0 i T bk B 4
JHL S A AT, £ 8 A A S % T g . Thl 5 Th2 41l
JEE T A RAEYURIE S T 7 AR RN 4 M, 1E 5
TEOLT, Wb Tl AR A, AT 4EREALIA G i
F&7S s Th 20 B 43 W B 28 1445 I 1 4 % y(inter-
feron-y, IFN-vy), 25 [ 5 Gy i #2 ; Th2 21 g ) %
B4 2 14(interleukin 14, 1L-14), §" KA G2 P
PNE RN 3 WA 38 Ay, Th2 S8 JU ik, 0 3R I 44
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PR I S R ET . Zhao EPNIFGY 2 B, SSA ik
f% - 98 1M1 Y IFN-y IL-12 7KF, BRI 9E IL-4 5
IL-10 7KF-, A 2808 i) R L s 40 B 36 4, 0 BL
il 7T g S SSA BLIE IL-12/STAT4 & 4815 S Al BhvE T
A Thl 434k, 5200 Th1/Th2 S , S22l i
YEM . 52 EPI 9T & B, SSA i REAE HE M A5
U BRI DX 5 ik 28 4R K I (BDNF) & 1 5
mRNA FJTF PRI, B F 2 A T SS
W HA SR PUE L IIRE , SS AT I 25 PRI A ) R 5
1% P % (reactive oxygen species, ROS) Fll [N - [if
(malonaldehyde, MDA) 1) % & , 1. 35 14 5 1 4 L)
7 Ak [ (superoxide dismutase, SOD). i & 1k & fif
(catalase , CAT) Fl 4% Bt T ik & %80 16 ) it (glutathione
peroxidase , GSH-Px) 45 Ht. 42 Ak [ 114 17 PEU, 3 5 AL
(UNRLA
1.5 EATHHRNMMER

AR 28 Ko 2R I, S 0A i w2 S vh i
AN R FEIR AR A G R R, B
WUR: Z g i R B R IR, Y LA 3Z 3
AR BRI (R A2 ZE 0T, AR P 1) S92 1 M 4 B
T, 77 A N TR BOR A BOARIR s . N IRAPE SR
VR T A 8 5 A Y = 3 A, 4345 EP3 (R
50 T 3E B Toll AR5 5 i T 38 I FVRR AIE P SR % S
VAR5 30 B, 3K 3 T 5 S 3 1 A TR A
SR , T e 2l o 52 BP3 [ 5 5 Sl 5 i &
o EP3E S iR N IR EBCAR (0 IL-1
IL-6 .\ TNF-o %5)3 51 , EL 5 AL HT 51 iR % E, (prosta-
glandin E,, PGE,) & Al FR 3 i 71 4 5 i -2 (cyclooxy-
genase-2, COX-2) [ & & 34 & , 11 53X PGE, 19 & Wi 38
% ,PGE, 5 MR I 1Y 85 A2 AR EP3 255, G T
W5 5 i i A, 3 B0 L N A% 2 VR B e BR
WEIR B 1 (cAMP) Y & B 1S 22, cAMP M M 81 1
T4 [ (protein kinase A, PKA)Y 45 & 14 2 , PKA i 1k
FETCIE PR 1Y NF-wB i 25, i#F A48 Az T 5 | /S %
o PNBE ST IN N, SSA R EE T RE S
EP3 {555 % 5 ¢ IR H IR R (L1 AC .cAMP \PKA |
NF-kB S B 73 Y FRIR mRRIA OC. A E R4,
RN, S K Sy n] AR il o AE A i IL-18  IL-
6. TNF-a & &, A3 20 i & 4 rh AXCIE 38 5 4 o
cAMP FH 5 ORI 2 (AVP) BRI TR A 5
Rk, A R AAEH .

2 SSHBEESXEFHHIMA

21 SSEXRBEFHIEA

T V5 9B 5% & B, 0.1 wmol/L SSA 10.01
pmol/L SSD X 42 “C s T 4511 T W4 ZLAR I K 2
JL(BMECs) ) S Ak W 8 ELAT B4 (1 2 f AR L 9 T
& 1 PR o 5 5 T -1(HSF-1) FL R 7 8 1 70
(HSP70) mRNA X} ik i , {4 BMECs %157 i i
BRI . R = ST K I, 40 £ B i
T4 5.0 g/kg B W AR R f W AL 1
SRR, B IR AV A AR 5 e/ N F 5.0 g/kg
hE AR A SCEESE R R4 B H A
B TR 3.0 g/kg SEHAFLHUMI(SS 19.3%), BE B3
5 g A 1) A M RE L A BR R = P A TL e v
1o FB) USRI, KL i R I G AT
R4 VE #3167 4 B M CR A B AU AT
22 SSERBEFHHNA

SS 7E ZK & A rp N A 2 ) RPN BVE
QAR B IR P A I TR, &8 &
i E 8 7= A NIRRT R S R 4G SR
b ™ R fE T . H ORI SS BT 22 A NH,
TONT PR XS A K P B8 A i A KR [ & B A R
oM AR PHECEFE R BT, SS 1T IREAE — & 72
JEE VAT AR SN BT A XS i T TR ) - e
X e R R T R R B R RS — 2%
A e P AR T2 (0 A R S HE T <
I, SR IR 0 22 I SS IR RE 1 5 1R i AR 1 1
10 T FOT LR (P<0.05), SS MR B & & s
IR R 3G — E AE R o SR o
BT, S0 B X X T % — e e M SR R (NDV-
IBV) IR I 928 1 1) S e AOR A s A A, EL AR SR
Shy Ji8 25 R R U0 L 200 R AK (P << 0.05) , 14 58 I 37 8T 3k
SE ST A RN R I3 T S UV B DT 4 o B 0
NDV-IBV (T S 1 () a8 UR o SS IR HA Y
PRIXG it 8 40 S AL A S e D e O VE T, A HOAR s
I SS AT A3 A NH, s B it v B 240 bk 97 -2
A2 X £ H (Bax) Mt K &5 H i -3 (caspase-3) Fl TNF-
o mRNA FikFF 55, [ 42 5 IFN-y . IL-4 F1 IL-17
() mRNA 7K, JIE 52 SS 1] LA i 26 ki A 8 T2 12
IR NH, F0F 5 00 20 i (R A s A i 450 . s
L AT IESE , SS FE A PN A8 AT A 24 ] 2 L
& BBk HU(E. tenella) % 240 i (7 Jg 4 | I H BB % ol 38
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5145 E. tenella X 4EXS & 7 45147 .
3 FiEERE

UTARSR , B B 19 e A AR B2 A
Wit 25, AT S A s 24 B T
JrE AR iR D5 BEAT T IR ARG, AR
PUAR HUTE IEAR 37 S G e 98 3 55077 T #) 22 b
YERIBLHZE AT M. SS I TR &, FEH
K LR PR RE , 31 TR 4R HLAR B
WERE ST, G2 fok LIS N, B3 2 7 dh S A5 7 T,
KRB T8 & A RIS H G . SR,
SS i TR 2%, RIS, AR L I 253800
R I i LA iR A 18 R AR e AT, 7 WM 32 52
REAIAZ Lo 73 S FC R RIALA . SS ARy 25 iy A
BB A Uk = A VA R R A . Y
PREREAME A2 R0 SS W A EHZ R

ARk SS BAE B & A= T N T, s SS
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