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Scare Out: Reconstruction of Suspense, Humanity Depth and Cinematic
Expression in Contemporary Spy Movies

Zhou Xing, Wu Yinghua

(School of Arts & Communication, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Scare Out, released in the 2026 Spring Festival film season, is Zhang Yimou’s first attempt
to focus on the contemporary national security battlefield. As a spy movie, it achieves collaborative innova-
tions in suspense mechanisms, character portrayal and visual expression on the basis of inheriting the tradi-
tional genre paradigm. In terms of suspense construction, through an interwoven dual narrative structure of
overt and covert narrative threads, the film transforms the external suspense of traditional spy films, which
relies on plot reversals, into psychological suspense centered on characters’ inner conflicts. In character
building, the film focuses on depicting the indeterminate state of Huang Kai, a liminal figure, and presents
the complex psychological process he undergoes in the course of being coerced into betrayal. In visual expres-
sion, the film constructs a sense of being surveilled in the technological era via drone shots, surveillance foot-
age and follow-shot techniques, forming a metaphorical aesthetics with temporal and symbolic implications.
Despite the functional portrayal of secondary characters, it still provides a new narrative paradigm and aes-
thetic experience for the creation of contemporary national security-themed spy movies.
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