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epistemological development, the limitation of this sample and methodology has
limited her conclusion. It would be wonderful if the author could enlarge the
sample to different groups of international students with different attributes to

further enrich epistemological theory over the course of her career.
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The “story” is an account and analysis of a major, long term Canadian program
under which a few selected Canadian universities cooperated with some Chinese
counterparts. The program was in operation during the two decades after the Mao
era and the Cultural Revolution which had left the entire education system in a
state of disrepair and chaos and after Deng Xiaoping started opening a new
chapter in China’s development in which education and in particular higher
education were to play a central part.

The volume is edited by Ruth Hayhoe and two collaborators, Julia Pan and
Qiang Zha of the University of Toronto and York University, respectively.
Hayhoe has in particular played an active role in that story, not just as a professor
of comparative education with a long-standing interest in China, but also as the
head of the cultural section of the Canadian Embassy in Beijing between 1989
and 1991.
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The Development Cooperation consisted of several programs, a Management
Education program which initially linked eight major universities on both sides
and two consecutive “University Linkage” programs which provided resources
for the collaboration and exchange of scholars, administrators and students from
both countries. Under this latter program several collaborative research and
education projects were set up in a variety of disciplines, i.e., medicine,
agriculture, engineering, law, environmental studies, and education. The
Management and Linkage programs were funded by the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA), which spent approximately Can$ 250 million on
this collaborative effort.

The “story” told in this volume is based on background documents of the
various programs as well as on some 65 interviews of the leading participants
both from China and Canada. In spring 2014, participants from both sides were
brought together for a conference at Tsinghua University where they discussed
their experiences and the lessons learned from the collaboration. Several of these
accounts are contained in the book.

How to appropriately assess and evaluate such complex, multi-disciplinary
programs? Hayhoe and her colleagues tell the story through the conceptual lenses
of dependency theory (especially the relationships between center and periphery,
and the issue of brain drain) as well as human capital theory under the conditions
of a knowledge economy and, thirdly, Habermas’ theory of modernity.

The book provides ample information about the main operational-technical
impacts and quantifiable effects of these programs. More interesting, the question
is discussed as to how the Canada—China university linkages and collaboration
“have facilitated learning around such major issues for humanity as the
environment, health, social cohesion, cultural vitality and spiritual fulfillment”
(p. 7) as well as gender equity, and the participation of minorities.

The volume is of great interest not just to higher education researchers but for
anybody interested in the recent history of China, as it provides excellent
assessments of and insights into an important and highly complex chapter of the
intellectual and institutional development of the country.

What are the main lessons from this book on collaboration and assistance?

Three arguments and conclusions stand out:
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(1) The need for longer-term engagement collaboration to make it sustainable.
Engagement from both sides requires adequate time horizons and enabling
environments. Relationships need time to grow and they can only be assessed
over a longer time span. In particular, joint research initiatives are almost always
long-term before they come to fruition.

(2) Mutual trust based on equality and respect between partners, openness of
discussions, eagerness to learn from each other are important elements of
successful collaboration.

(3) Strong leadership is another principal ingredient. The academic and
administrative leaders of the Canada—China programs were not just seen by
participants as impartial, fair and equality-minded, but were also particularly
friendly, personally engaged and hospitable in welcoming participants from the
other country as colleagues, guests and friends rather than just program
participants.

This account of the linkages and the partnership between Canadian and
Chinese universities during a critical time in China’s development provides an
analytical appraisal of this collaboration, even if mainly from a Canadian
perspective, though three chapters were contributed by leading participants in the
Chinese mainland. It would be interesting to see a corresponding assessment
from the Chinese side of the partnership, and in particular why Canada rather
than other Western anglophone countries with strong university sectors and
traditions such as the US or the UK played such a pivotal role as “the only
Western country to engage with Chinese universities in its development aid at a
major programmatic level at that time” (p. 5). The related question, briefly raised
but not discussed, is why, after the official Canadian programs came to an end,
Canadian higher education seems to have lost influence as a model and partner in
comparison with other Western countries, especially the US. This impression
may be based on appearance rather than actual evidence and it would require
further study to explain, if the hypothesis is correct, reasons why this may have
been so.
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