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Dilemma of “Having Neither Mentors nor Confidants”: Huang Zunxian’s
Journey of Intellectual Transformation in His Youth

Sun Junhong, Guan Aihe’
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China)

Abstract: During the transition from traditional scholar-officials to modern intellectuals, Huang Zunxian
embodied the inherent tensions and complexity of this shift through his unique life experiences. Nurtured by
traditional family scholarship yet confronted with the impact of Western learning from overseas, he pursued
new knowledge on a spiritual solitary journey, with no mentors to follow and no confidants to turn to. His
lament over “having neither mentors nor confidants” marked the outset of his intellectual independence. Tt
also drove him to break away from the life trajectory of traditional literati, transcend the seclusion of rural
northeastern Guangdong, and cast his vision upon the vast overseas world. Huang Zunxian’ s journey of
intellectual transformation was a bitter spiritual odyssey forged in the cracks of clashes between Eastern and
Western cultures.
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