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Abstract: Metabolic associated fatty liver disease (MAFLD) is a highly prevalent chronic liver disease worldwide, and the
mechanism underlying its progression to metabolic associated steatohepatitis and liver fibrosis remain unclear. Endoplasmic
reticulum stress (ERS) and ferroptosis (Fer) are deeply involved in the pathological evolution of MAFLD. This article
systematically reviews the core regulatory mechanisms of ERS and its role in regulating lipid metabolism, inflammation response,
and cell apoptosis in MAFLD. It also analyzes the core mechanism of Fer and discusses the predisposing factors for Fer in the
pathological microenvironment of MAFLD, as well as the role of Fer in exacerbating hepatocyte death and activating the progression
of liver fibrosis. This article proposes that the crosstalk between ERS and Fer is a key driver for the progression of MAFLD , which

provides new references and ideas for the clinical intervention of MAFLD.
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X33 A6 2 M5 05 1 IF 7% (metabolic associated fatty
liver disease, MAFLD ) UL BT 2 i g o o<k B8 AR B A% 0 4
fiE o % 1A 3K B R 29 08 30% , ZE S AHE P U
Jo S e A ki Ay A AH O i 5 PE I R (metabolic
associated steatohepatitis, MASH) J& , H: BORE BP0 745 P
T 48 B A 2 6 e DL PG ) PR B A g
5 8k A7 09 o0 48 B, N B W B (endoplasmic
reticulum stress, ERS) Qgiﬁﬁt(ferroptosis  Fer) 2184 1T
JE o B AR B A SC s G RE . ERS i RIS AR Y
(unfolded protein response, UPR) P& g 5 & 1%, . RAE LG
ST, Fer WIS ER A S A 15 5 B ik S8 AL 3K Bl T
AEFET, P HHI7E MAFLD R 28 M: | A A B vh & 45
FHRAE Y . ARG EH AL, A BT
MAFLD i EEALHIAATRAS 1, il R T I e AR

1 ERS5MAFLD

1.1 ERS NEM (endoplasmic reticulum , ER )& ELAZ 4
JE A A A B, $5 DI RE S D LT ER 5 10 ER < AL
ER Gl 1  AZEAA T2 F BTA 5 38 3 1 ER U
T 5T R A i, I 18 A 2 5 G R T R A i T AR
AU ERTEE RS NG I R AN A S
RARIAEVE T, LT BeAR S 2 4 4 240 M 1F 5 2R 35T Bl
et o YA A BB K 1 ER 4T & 5 M AR BE I
AT EERT R E O/E ER BN R R ER TR,
MIMiG 1% ERS. ERS F= 241 4% UPR \ER i 7 £ S5 M [
A 5 GBSOy 3 A2, A UPR J2& ERS AR L 4%
JEZ, UPR A0S A8 ER RS- (1% 3 o ey o 52 4% < LI
TR T loc(inositol—requiring enzyme la, IRElx) 2B %
JiEF R A PN J5 ) 34 8 (protein kinase RNA-like endoplasmic
reticulum kinase, PERK) 5 iE % F X T 6 (activating
transcription factor 6, ATF6) ol

1.2 ERS./ MAFLD P 9 4% J L)

i PR 5 3h 0 52 98 UE 52, ERS 5 MAFLD (4 & /5 & J
WYIARC, JUHAE MAFLD 6] MASH #EJi r, UPR Jd % 57
HROE A OISR . BN, 78 MASH S TS ke
A KRS T B9 MAFLD /)y SRS T CGra i | vei i o L [ e
TRE ), PERK TRE 1o i R A 7K 1 K 3 4 W 31 45 2 1
78 (glucose-regulated protein 78, GRP78) . CCAAT ¥ 5% T

4t & | A [ R & H (CCAAT/enhance-binding protein
homologous protein, CHOP)ZF ERSIr =W A B F I
TS A R S GRPT8 B /N B 51 % ERS, HL
IR KRS IR D A VR B 28 I, s A A
5 ER RS 2 A7 78 RO . ERS Rl LT
3 S8 P MAFLD HEJ%

1.2.1 IRElai@# IRElaj& UPR " iff fh iR (R 57 1
#1075 ERS AR T, IRE 1o 15 GRP78 fif 8 5 % 1 51 3¢
165 A BERR AL , FEREBROE BB A TR N DT B4 5 Y
X-box 454 4 14 1 (x-box binding protein 1, XBP1) mRNA
(0 AIE B R F 4, A 0B B S I 1 Y 57 45 7Y XBP1
(spliced XBP1,XBP1) . .4 XBP1 i@ T I i ER AHC [
i ZRGEAH SCHE A, 38 0 1R 4T B 2R I R A BRI BT &
LA ER f 0o (R R 1k TRE 1ol aoh i SR AL X
T Z AR M ok T 2 (tumor necrosis factor receptor-
associated factor 2, TRAF2) I # c-Jun 22 3L K v 14 i (c-
Jun N-terminal kinase , JNK )i % 5 Pt R & B 12 /00519
U8 T30 - INKCHE P8 D2 R AR 28 PR R, T JHF PN R AGE 5
)N A S R WA U A= 7 7o 9k 11 Vi O ) 1 A
Y. #F MAFLD JEJ# it IRE1a-XBP1 3 #3858 H
i = B (triglyceride, TG) 5 # K %8 B IR 2 1 (very low-
density lipoprotein, VL.DL) R, W5 E, IREla 3
S MR RLR /N B2 ERS 55500 A 5 2R US| TF 4 i
VLDL % B AR TG 35t 3, [ f i 45 ok 45 & 8 A
lo Fk TR, WP A PEAR B I E "2 . Ab , 76 e bl 5
JOEL 1 PR £ 175 5 ¥ MASH /)N BUH , XBP L 3 850 4 i e
AN AN K ERS A5 5% 136 2 W A i O 0 i LAl
Al 2 o ER P S S 3

122 PERK i ¥ PERK 2 H # & th B 7 2a
(eukaryotic initiation factor 2o, elF2c) A8 I 17 185 it 52 i m,
5o FEIERRET elF20 5 GRPT8 45 A RRELZ AW ;
FEERSARZS T , PERK 15 GRP78 fif &5 J5 ST , i) SR Ak
5 A BERRAIE BURSE U SR AK e m R AL R . TR ALY
PERK 5 % At elF 20 410 i) L35 14, 22 22 28 11 Jo B3 LA
W% ERS R L SR, S BERR AL elF20 2R F
— B FERE I, 23 307 3% 5 ] F 4 (activating transcription
factor 4, ATF4) i) mRNA %3k , ATF4 —J5 T fi # 5 53 &
PG HE TR 223, BRI TG e 5 53— T il L
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8 CHOP 23k, M shPH T-F2)¥ . CHOP J&: PERK i %
I 5 MAFLD FF 45 495 1) OC 8 43 - N5 3 1 05 k19 3k B
ERS{ CHOP it &3k , 1 I e R FE IR 7 HH G 08 1215
SEMRZ R 2 B IR BTG A R B A R AR ]
FROCS AR T thAh, CHOP il i 2Rk ik 12 T
WHLIH T8 1 Bel-2, BRI T4 H Bax, {27 Bax-Bak
FERAL, IR LT A RS0 B P, B AR 2R o, ik R
TS N A S R P 9 MAFLD /s FURE R
1, PERK % CHOP i 5 247 16 58 25 B AT T 40 B 0 1%, bkt
B2 R 5 A8 VE 5 AR E #2 B UE S8 PERK-CHOP 3 % /2
MAFLD 45407 B0 2 B4 o8

123 ATF6:i@#% ATF6 iy Il RIS A , 145 ATF6a
5 ATF6R WiAIE 5 . 7E ERS I, ATF6 28 15 JR SR 5 1
BB A2 28 1 D) E R ATF 6o 41 M 5T B, A
)5 5 ER B N e 45 &, fE # GRP78 .GRP94 (E3
{7 24 1 1% $2 HRD1 R 35 L2l ER 7 o [l
ATF6a 5 XBP1 % i 5 U8 — 44, 0% ER AH G FE it &=
G AR A R AL, ATF6a A AT 45 [
BT TS A B 2 R RS B IR 1k AR T
YA TG KT LAREAR I NERG 0T & i . FFE R W], ATF60 i
PRI E R /N BRUR 2 ERS B S AR W58 B k. )2 VLDL &
BCIR  EEEN JEX IFEE A) SO R, S SR I A A
FE RS EAE MAFLD o BS54 T, R AR S AT
YA AL T ERSIRAS | BR8P AS 1T G2 A 114 o7 350 30
ATFG6 38 [ RF S0 , T Al DA I P4 e 1) o B4 473
TE MAFLD S A R i | ATF6 3 i 10 380G 5 2 Fh e & I
TFIA TR YA AT R ATF6 S % T «B
A G20 TSI MAFLD (9% 22 R 2

2 Fer 5§ MAFLD

2.1 Fer #9H0S HUh] : sk Rk KM 5 fis St Al

Fer & —f 2012 48 & BLA T AR e M i e 107
3, HAZ O RFAE Ry Fe® i Ak 7= A 16 14 42 (reactive oxygen
species, ROS) , #1117 42 Ak 20 J FBE |- 1 22 A 6 11 i s 1R
(polyunsaturated fatty acid, PUFA) , 7= A g i i S AL 9
AR, ZAE T IS T ARRSETEIE A M AL
FHOE E AT 35 25 5, BRI R A 5 R i S fb 42
Fer KBRS 2,

211 SRRH-FAT R AEIDIRASTR  HUABRAC S 4R Ry
RS MG h Fe® M B R AU P, SRR
FIE5 G Y UL AR 1 Fe® A ) 3 del S 240 0 B 1k 2
ISR 1 N A ; N Fe'* 20 B0 TR WG 4% 1k
Fe®* o MBI ZEALIT , W RS Fe® FEANAR N K i 25 FH 38

I B IR AR K Fer: — % EL AL 28 1L 745 M N 46 875
KSR, A B ROS 3 2 VE S IR 48045 il G, i F
PUFA %Ak A: il it %846 9 P9 — 8% (malondialdehyde,
MDA) 4-FSETARRE A BOR A MR e R 2, S 3%
iR = A HE /N LS B6 UE 52, 1 s 1 A i 2 N Lk 2 )
VR R R AR B2 5 R B AL Y ROS B
MDA 2 FUSE AV AR 21 RS & 4 1 4%
B4 Fe  LARRARAT I Fe? /KT, GBI b Rvs Rk 52
15 7 B 5L 11 (solute carrier family7 member 11,SLC7A11)
PR FEA I HRE (glutathione , GSH) A B% , M 11 Vol 4 i Jo it
AL B R DTRR, O 50 BT IE R AR, $7R Fe® 35
BUR Fer B SN Y,
212 FEhridade MRPUE A Fer BORRETE S,
Hp b R4 R Y 7] #5342 { (cystine/glutamate antiporter
system Xc ~, System Xc ~ Y5 A& M ko &AL Y 4
(glutathione peroxidase 4, GPX4) 2 Ky 3 K 7 System
Xe IR BURIAR G 3 01 2 5 SLCTA TR IR — 34K, E fir
TN, Forh SLCTALL Tt e A ME R iR A% 2 I
25 GSH A L GSHAE S GPX4 A , nTH I B id 1k
WA 5N TCRE R R, AT Fer 2! %I F E2 M1
K2 5 M3 2 1 pS3 A4 System Xe 4 : 4% [+ E2 4
K F 2 SR HE SLCTALL 23K, 0 System Xe DAY 41 i
152 Fer B 0072 17 IR S0 G A 45 S0 G-KC B 4 7% 4 (acyl-
CoA synthetase long-chain family member 4, ACSIA) Al B Kt
PUFA {fi fb ol PUFA-Jfi T A , i itk FLRE 5 28 20 MU BB R T
TG WEEARIBEAR PUFA , HESIH LA =I5 i I [ R 55
TE A AE T i B, 3X 48 PUFA 71725 RR BT X e A B ik
SR , 2R AT Fer BOREUBENE
2.2 Fer /e MAFLD ' 494k A

1E MAFLD B B 51, 8k E L I B 5 70 5 18 1k
RAEWI U RIAEAE , h Fer (1) S AR AR ML T 02195
PRGNSR . =8 O PR RO, T Fer 18 535 1R AT
AMAE T RAE S LT AL, HESh MAFLD HEJE , 1 B o 2
TR -Fer-$5 1 G AR IR PR 25
2.2.1 MAFLD &4 5% 32 RS ARAL Fer K & BRACH 2R
AL MAFLD [y SR I RATF ST W75 , MASH SR i
ZH A A7 AE o i OAR, BLIME B KT 5 i ™
TR S W TE AR SE T T M T K B
TGRS IRAC R I AR A TR R 1Y
RNA Z5G 06 P 0 g 2 4k 1 Rk HR S 8UIF
200 L B I o [ P00 ) R A 15 I, DR A 5 I
Hb, RAER T F AN 3R 6 SR E dEEkH R Rk T i, 2R
R A R s A O 1, D PR A R BT
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ERR AR ELRT 2N A S5 B 5 T AR MAFLD A%
IR BLRRAE | 6 1 3k AR o A 0 el i S G O 1, L
PUFA, Y EL A IS8, i 8 Fer $240E 70 R4
MAFLD BEH N B8 R, ACSLA 638 B35 1, fd ik
PUFA 4 S A0SR | 390 B S5 A8 o S A 3 1) iUk
P B TE Fer 5 R [, MAFLD IR 25 T 2ok (R 3 fig
FEA R IHER B-4Afb a5 S RAE TR FEROS K =2,
FETHE GSH I GPXATEIE , AR Fer £2ED",

222 Fer B MAFLD #9355 42  Fer & MAFLD % & i
JEREEEIRSN N R . K Fer FIRTFANIE SRR 2R R
TR 1 B A0 AH O 43 AR 2 ST I I G T
20 I 554 SR JERE AN (R ok 200 L A% 20 ) 1
LU, fil & IR ORI N R E BRI, 123 e
MAFLD ZE il B2l fig 128V 32F ) S MASH HIAZ O 225
B[R Fer 72 ¥ 15 S8 0 A7 5 1T o030 S22 0K 400 i
(hepatic stellate cell, HSC){ ft. : HSC /E 2 I 32 28 1y 7
oF o 4 M, 0 AR S K & A ROF g W Al i A R
(extracellular matrix, ECM)"**'; 41 | Fer Ji5 JFF 40 i B il
4 1 5 2o 8T e B R R T B v B A I A AR K
HF B, i B A T HSC 2 1 52 4% 55 1] 322 340305 5543 Wb
{5538, 75 5 HSC D\ L2 ) 0% Fh UL BT 24 20 fif
RUBEAL , BE— 201 HE ECM A B, DI 7 4 Al i 4

3 ERSZ 5 Fer {2 MAFLD Ryt R

ERS 5 Fer JFAR M7 40 72, P9 &5 %5 U0 2 4, 2L )
H#Eh MAFLD #F 2
3.1 ERSAE#ZmieFereg X £  ERSTESIANM Fer, iX
— ML 7E MASH 1 & WA 30 E . 76 S AR IR 15 2 1 /D
5l MASH #5578 1 2H 20 K% i 5 i 7 R b LY Hep G2 141
JfLr, ERS 5 5 (19 MASH AH G 41 i % 2E Fer, ERS #1151
4-2R TR AT T 40 L T B R A e R R 1A
(eyclin dependent kinase inhibitor 1A, CDKNIA) i 3 ik
R A K 2 B R 1 (early growth response 1, EGR1)
DUERYUME ) Fer AU E S ERS Al & Fer f232F MASH 1
FRE L A, HCAb AR R G F S AIE 52 T ERS 2
EARME Fer A& 2E o 100, JE o 9R8 40 MU A 7, XU i8S
i1 PERK-ATF4 3 B2 F GPX4 23k, M i 41 il
JIg it A AL 5 Fer, /R PERK-ATF4-GPX4 i % & ERS
P Fer (O EE E R 250 16 4 BB BR AR M F 10 15 35
PELE I 9 /N AR v 285 i 1 R 20 A7 A8 R TR S e
K45 /N5 Fer R4, H ERS #H G #% PERK-ATF4-CHOP
J% GRP78 1 2 805 37 2 PERK #4517 GSK4 14 AbFLJ |
4l b Bz AR TR SR B S A K P 3 BRI, A 2R

WH T R £1155 & 1) Fer 52 24, JE UL R 45 2 08 7w
ERS A X B80S 1AL A Fer'
3.2 ERS %% Fer £ MAFLD % % 3t & F 494

ERS 5 Fer 09 £ 4L AT Jin il JH- 20 MU A6 T~ iR 95 &
o7 B 8 SR T e AL R ERS 2S5 i A 3 %
2 MAFLD i Fer (] 1) < 3 25 g i e 7 = 5 | & g AR
W5 W & ROS BB, B TE ERS & H UPR ¢ 1 %
(PERK.IREla . ATF6) . ERSifijd IRE1a-ACSL4 , ATF6/
CHOP-ACSLA4 if %1% 5 Fer, [d] I CDKN1A |4 . EGRI
TIMEERS 5 Fer (Y 4, RBURIET- IR I 1 GPX4
FIRFEAR . BRICT A =) S b A K N 7 g itk — 2
PO HSC, A2 i ECM & 1, T8 BRI A3 5% -ERS-
Fer” ()9 BRAE IR, e 24 8l MAFLD 3 & 245 4k Ak

zﬂwviij
(o) FFAt p "ﬁ’
L MAFLD BF&fty
BRI ZREL
N \ [
CDKN1At
ROSH| “eGR14 ECM1
\ > ROSt ‘
NS |
T = GPX4!
PR Rz
| FFE AR
IRElat I
PERKt| | [ATF6t] (CHOP-ACSL41 TGTB?
| o i
- ACSLAt @ )P 1ot
R BEERR g T

T : MAFLD , ACIF AR SCHR 05 1 10 5 FFA., 8% 55 B 105 1R s ROS , 1% 145
CDKNIA, 41t 353 2 (A S 1 70 1A EGR 1, SR A S K]
T 1;PERK, 8 F1 RAE N ST s IRE Lo, UBET7 oK 1os ATFG,
BT 32T 6; CHOP, CCAAT B4T8 T-45 4 75 11 W IR A 14 ; ACSL4, it
SEGHG A A IR RE R % 45 GPX4, Ak R S AL P 4 TGF-B, 5%
AR F B ECM, 4 A 5
1 ABEME#ES5%ETEEMAFLD
Figure 1 Endoplasmic reticulum stress involvement in
ferroptosis promoting MAFLD

3.2.1 IREla-ACSIA4i# % IREla & MAFLD H1i% 3% ERS
5 Fer [ OCHET 5 ZE5 S MAFLD KRB JiF2H
L1521k IRE1la . GRP78 3k LA, [A] A} GPX4 ,GSH /KT
FEAIK, ACSLA MDA 3K TH i, A H BRI 25 45 Ui
T 2% 25 Fer 55 4F ; {8 FJ IRE Lo 411 1 57 Trestatin9389 T Ak 3
J&i , JF P9 GPX4 GSH K- 11 T, ACSLA MDA 235 FRAIC, T
A Fer KA 5T R IR ASME 5 SOREFR S . AL
HI7E T IRELo UG J5 AT E 4245 A ACSLA FE A )5 3l 1 X
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By, 5 i TRAF2-JNK 38 B ETE AP-1 55 K I 2
P ACSLA 15, B Bt EALE Y LA & Fer
3.2.2 ATF6/CHOP-ACSL4 &%  ATF6 5 CHOP 2L [q]#y
A MAFLD ' ERS 1% % Fer (Y 2l i . £ S IRIAE A
T MAFLD /NP, 40 L ATF6 . CHOP 3R 35 1 , 7]
F ACSLA 63K TR, GPX4 F 35 B AR, JIF PN MDA 45 fig it
AR BN B AL R IGIT S /NN ATF6 5
CHOP F kB il , ACSL4 FIKFEAL, GPX4 F ik I T, T
BRI ARV Fer R BEWRAR . 40 MO S 56 o — AAIE S0 1% 00 %
B 15 56 28« dFH ERS #1451 77) GSK26064 14 Ab FH 3 % - i
Z B B 1) HepG2 4i Jifd LB L MAFLD fig 5 1 7 5%,
ATF6,CHOP Fl ACSL4 K1k 2 2 T 4, GPX4 Kik i,
M NE Fer & Az ZEEAK 5 10 Fer 90 ) 55 2 10 & -1 L F 74
ACSL4 ., |4 GPX4, %} ATF6 .CHOP JCR2 0 , $2/5 ERS fF
b L iEEYE i ATR6/CHOP-ACSLA i B4 Fer'®
3.2.3 CDKNI1A/EGRI1-ERS-Feri@#% CDKNIA 5 EGRI
J& MAFLD i & 2 MASH By Bt B, /-5 ERS 5 Fer 228k 1)
PSS ECE SIS 4 = w7 o [ S OR PN EE T
/INEUMASH BERY A A6 I 90/ B4 2 CDKINTA 3R
B L EGR1 R IA W W T, [A 5P ERS 8 #0G
(GRP78 .CHOP 555 il W) R Ik THE ) , Fer #HCH8 b ] 2
SR Fer (RYVEE 14 GPX4 FIRFEAL, {2 Fer 25 1 A S A il
2 (eyclooxygenase-2, COX2) ik Ft iy , H bifi %5 JH- 21 41
R R AR IR T AL MDA s3I0, AR AR
5 RRAE SN INEE o I 25 A8 107 R Ak B HepG2 48 i LA
L MAFLD [ B8 35 IO EE , 45 5 5 sh W 52 36— 3, TR
WM % %) CDKN1A EGR1 ) ik 254k, LA S ERS iG55
Fer FRAF P20 AE | E — 25 B0 IF T 9% S BE (14 35 3 1 5 X
HepG2 4 i 47 CDKN1A 3 33k EGR1 TR B
ERS i 2 B i 25 15, SE 1 IR GPX4 #iifi] 5 coX2 |
P, B Fer & AR TR TS H] ERS il 57) 4- 7858 T2
T W5 , ERS 8% A 20 i , GRP78 ., CHOP & ik [ #% ,
GPX4 KB TF . COX2 FKik NI, 2B T R4 S5 MDA
L, Fer it , [R5 JF BRI A5 P 5 90 RE 7 B 0%, I
ZRAIE 52 %58 6 38 15F CDKN1A/EGR 1 845 ERS, 32 1717 5% i
Fer & /F , HAEAE I MAFLD e

25 L BT ik , ERS 5 Fer £ 75 2 U)W ¥ 5CHK , AT JE B
“ERS F5hi% & Fer & 4=, i Fer A4 Y B i i S8 AL 4 2
[ JIE ERS S7E A5 B IE SR 3R, 24 3 MAFLD
R 0 G638 T ERS AR S 70 T A 3R A Fer
IFAELGE MAFLD R0 R 67 5 AT 56 04
B 110 ERS 5 Fer Z A1 TAEH , iR y7 MAFLD 42
P B R

4 NG

ERS X Fer 15 A 41 i 11 195 F 8 2 (1) A= ) 4 i B2 7
MAFLD %k &A= M R e EFEEEAE . BT IR
A, ERS ¥ Fer 2 5 MAFLD % 4E & JEHLE H 2552 3
Ko FerVEh—Fica Bl F A AN AL T2 A 815 M4
FFET T 3, AT DLl & ¥R, 16 iT LA S ERS &R
R, JL[E SRS MAFLD (R FEUERE . SR, H RTEFXT ERS
25 Fer BAH AR FT XT3 /0, IR L 75 Bt — AL WA ERS
2 5 Fer X MAFLD i B A= B2 () 5200, I B R ERS
Hl Fer 78 MAFLD H i e IR T AL

FEEMRAER: ALRFEAEFTA B PR

EETBA I LR EAR ATt L 2R ATRE A
CENEECECE AR Lo SN R RNy SR RN
VR IE BAE RS, 35 0 LR B R F R
Fh S HAAL

S STk -
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