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them with those found in the United States, and conceptualizing general 
education in Chinese societies in an increasingly globalized world. 

On the whole, the book is a very useful addition to the literatures on general 
education and Chinese higher education, and lays a good foundation for future 
research on general education in Chinese societies or societies with a Confucian 
heritage. As such, the book should be of interest to general education researchers 
and practitioners, and to scholars and students of Chinese education studies. 
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Global citizenship and the university: Advancing social life and relations in an 
interdependent world. Rhoads, R. A., & Szelényi, K. Stanford, CA: Stanford 
University Press, 2011. 336 pp., hardcopy, 80$, ISBN: 9780804775410. 
 
Global Citizenship and the University adopts a perspective on citizenship to 
analyze the changing role of universities with reference to their relationships 
with the state, the larger society, and the market. Rhoads and Szelényi frame their 
discussion against a backdrop in which higher education around the world is 
increasingly influenced by the ideologies of neo-liberalism, academic capitalism, 
and globalization. 

As indicated in the first chapter, the book conceives of citizenship as “a form 
of identity linked to complex rights and responsibilities that increasingly must be 
understood in terms of the local and the global as well as individualist versus 
collectivist objectives” (p. 7). Rhoads and Szelényi examine different actors in 
higher education settings, including students, faculty members, and the university 
itself. Considering the actors as “citizens,” the authors explore how these 
“citizens” approach their identities in the process of reconciling with or resisting 
globalization. 

Four case studies were conducted in different countries, including the 
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies in The People’s Republic of China, the 
University of California, Los Angeles in the United States, the University of 
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Buenos Aires in Argentina and Central European University in Hungary. The four 
university cases demonstrate varying facets of the tensions that arise as the 
university is increasingly sandwiched between the state, civil society and global 
market. The first case emphasizes the influence of globalization on the academic 
and social lives of faculty and local undergraduate students in a Chinese 
university. The second case focuses largely on the experiences of international 
graduate students (mainly Brazilian, Chinese and Italian) in the United States. 
The third case illustrates how faculty and students, as university “actors,” resist 
“the neoliberal, capitalist model founded on individualism and the pursuit of 
self-interests” in Argentina (p. 198). This case suggests the struggle of the 
university in a developing country that is forced into globalization. Facing 
challenges brought about by such global institutions as the International 
Monetary Fund, the University of Buenos Aires seeks to define its role as an 
institution of higher education while experiencing the tensions between adapting 
to the globalized market and shouldering social responsibilities for its local 
communities. In the fourth case, readers can clearly see the dilemmas facing a 
relatively new private regional university located in a non-English speaking, 
post-communist country which aspires to develop a global reach. Citizenship 
provides an overarching perspective for the authors to interpret different social, 
political, economic cultural conflicts facing both the institution of the university 
and individuals. 

The four case studies illustrate a variety of tensions occurring when the local 
meets the global. Apart from this analytical dimension, Rhoads and Szelényi 
adopt another frame for analyzing the reactions of different actors, classifying 
their thoughts and actions as either oriented towards collectivism or towards 
individualism. Based on a framework juxtaposing the local and the global, the 
collectivist and the individualist, Rhoads and Szelényi identify four types of 
citizenship: locally informed collectivist, globally informed collectivist, locally 
informed individualist, and globally informed individualist. The authors conceive 
the second type, “globally informed collectivism,” as “global citizenship,” which 
has two essential attributes: “globally informed and collectivist qualities”      
(p. 266). However, the specific meanings of “the local,” “the global,” “the 
individualist,” and “the collectivist” do not receive much discussion throughout 
the book. While explaining the four types of citizenship, the authors seem to 
suggest that collectivism tends to be more oriented towards social responsibility, 
while individualism emphasizes personal rights. 
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Type 1, “locally informed collectivism” and Type 2, “globally informed 
collectivism” foreground responsibilities, while acknowledging the importance 
of certain rights for the individual’s ability to live a personally satisfying life 
while making possible globally relevant citizen action. By contrast, Type 3, 
“locally informed individualism” and Type 4, “globally informed individualism” 
are primarily rights-based notions of citizenship (pp. 272–273).  

It is also worth noting that the understandings of rights and responsibilities, 
and collectivity and individuality might be contingent to particular cultures. This 
should be noted in the context of cross-cultural studies. The dichotomy between 
“the local” and “the global” becomes murky due to population mobility, 
technological advancement and economic interconnections in a globalized world. 
One reason why disputes about citizenship are embedded in the issue of identity 
is because the conventional understanding of locality is increasingly challenged 
by global forces. The actors must interpret and re-interpret their definitions of 
“the local” (such as local culture, local identity, and local members) in different 
contexts. 

Owing to the blurred meanings of the key underlying concepts (rights and 
responsibilities, collectivity and individuality, the local and the traditional), the 
four categories identified in the framework seem to lack clear distinction. 
Unsurprisingly, as revealed in the study, the boundaries between the four types of 
citizenship are not clear-cut. Rhoads and Szelényi state in the concluding chapter, 
“few of our participants represented clear-cut examples of any one type of 
citizenship, but instead displayed multifaceted aspects of citizenship” (p. 266). 
Another interesting question is whether or not that framework is suitable for all 
of the actors analyzed by the authors as “citizens,” including the faculty, local 
and international students and the university itself. In particular, who actually 
governs the universities? How do different stakeholders negotiate the operations 
of the universities from the inside? 

In terms of the methodology, the book presents very limited information. For 
example, the readers know little about the number of informants in each 
university case, how the researchers approached these informants, and what kind 
of questions they raised or how the conversations were conducted. This sort of 
information might have helped the readers to better understand the linkage 
between the theoretical framework built in this study and the data. 

Overall, the book is strongly structured and successfully bridges the fields of 
higher education and citizenship studies. It also offers an interesting and unique 
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angle to examine various issues in the higher education arena.  
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England: Routledge, 2012. 272 pp., hardcover, 84£, ISBN: 978-0-415-89888-1. 
 
The product of a panel discussion entitled The International Diffusion of 
Educational Ideas organized by the Faculty of Education at Queen’s University in 
Canada in 2008, this book focuses on the theme of how John Dewey’s educational 
ideas were received at an international level. It is part of a prestigious book series, 
the Routledge’s International Studies in the Philosophy of Education. 

The contributors explored this topic in a range of different contexts, covering 
four continents and 11 countries. The first chapter of Part I is concerned with the 
role of religion in the dissemination and reception of Dewey’s ideas in Spain and 
Chile. The next chapter reveals that Argentina’s acceptance of Dewey has always 
been selective due to different local discourses. The third chapter examines how 
and to what extent Dewey’s ideas were adopted and reconstructed by the 
educational leaders in post-revolutionary Mexico. Part II of the volume 
incorporates discussions of the reception and appropriation of Dewey’s ideas in 
East Asia, including China and Japan. Part III explores Dewey’s contribution to 
the “Luso-Afro-Brazilian Space” by using an axis for a historical-comparative 
approach to reveal distinctive components of the educational transfers between 
Portugal, Africa, and Brazil. Part IV explores the political and social contours in 
the framing and up-take of Dewey’s ideas in Europe, where Russia and Germany 
are investigated. An Afterword presents a perceptive argument on how to 
understand the connection between Dewey’s texts and the texts produced by the 
authors through the introduction of three theoretical concepts: intersections, 
oppositions and configurations. 

The study of the diffusion and influence of Dewey’s educational ideas is not a 
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