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Echoes of “Wu” and the Unfinished Quest of “Xia”: Genre Breakthrough
and Narrative Impasse in Blades of the Guardians: Wind Rises in the Desert

LIU Yongchang, JIN Muwei

(School of Journalism and Communication, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Blades of the Guardians: Wind Rises in the Desert is the most noteworthy wuxia genre text
in the 2026 Spring Festival season. In terms of tradition, the film assembles four generations of martial arts
practitioners and reaffirms the hard-boiled foundations of wuxia cinema through authentic combat choreogra-
phy. Over a dozen action sequences, each tailored to distinct settings and styles, constitute a collective hom~-
age to and relay of the “wu” (martial) heritage. In terms of innovation, the film draws on comic adaptation
as its creative source, grafting wuxia conventions onto a road movie narrative to produce a level-based linear
structure, while foregrounding female characters’ agency in response to shifting audience demographics. In
terms of narrative, however, the sheer density of action set-pieces compresses the space available for charac-
ter development and emotional groundwork, such that the depth of “xia” (chivalric ethos) is diluted by the
intensity of “wu”. If wuxia cinema is to achieve a genuine revival, the capacity to thrill through combat
alone will not suffice—it must also move audiences emotionally.
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