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Effect of Controllable Introduction of Hydroxyl Proportion in Covalent
Triazine Polymers on Photocatalytic Performance

ZHAO Liang, WANG Zaoming, GU Cheng, FENG Wengian
(College of Polymer Science and Engineering, State Key Laboratory of Advanced Polymer Materials, Sichuan University,

Chengdu 610065, China)

Abstract: To address the limited understanding of how functional group loading affects the photocatalytic performance of
covalent triazine polymers (CTPs), hydroxylated covalent triazine polymers (CTP-OH) were synthesized using 2,5-bis(4-
cyanophenyl)thiazolo[5,4-d]thiazole (TT-BN) as the photoactive monomer. Three CTP-OH samples with different hydroxyl
contents were prepared by adjusting the cyano molar ratio of the photoactive monomer to the hydroxyl-bearing monomer 4-
(hydroxymethyl)benzonitrile (3:1, 8:1, and 18:1), which were labeled as CTP-OH-3:1, CTP-OH-8:1, and CTP-OH-18:1,
respectively. The results demonstrated that CTP-OH-3:1 with the highest hydroxyl content exhibited the strongest
photocurrent response and the lowest interfacial charge-transfer resistance. Under blue-light irradiation, photocatalytic organic

debromination over CTP-OH-3:1 achieved a 67% isolated yield, outperforming the control samples CTP-OH-8:1 (isolated
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yield of 53%) and CTP-OH-18:1 (isolated yield of 50%). As the hydroxyl content increased, the capabilities of light
absorption, exciton dissociation, and charge transport of CTP-OH were simultaneously enhanced, thereby effectively
promoting the photocatalytic performance. This work achieves quantitative regulation of hydroxyl groups, elucidates the
structure-activity relationship, and provides new insights for the design of conjugated polymer photocatalysts.
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RE TS I LU 5 A B G A 1 8 2 TR A 8006 R 1 RGBS 30, ARSI LT B REATXT CTP )ik
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BEXE BRI, A SCLL(2,5- (4-BUHE 2R 5L ) EME IF- [5,4-d] BEME ) (TT-BN) AGIE M A, 764 i CTP 1
R R AR R R, o AT AR A o O, IS T3 OR[N SR RS
Y1 (CTP-OH) £ 41 B E (24 5636 P B R 55 7l 058 5L B R i S B 0 B 9 i =2 L CRIORE LG ) 43 50 2R 301 81,
18:1 I}, #H W% Ay CTP-OH 43 % kR ic &y CTP-OH-3:1, CTP-OH-8:1, CTP-OH-18:1), F| /| X &t £k 6 v T fig 1%
(XPS)XF 51 AR FEH &t A7 8 1t 4007, JF £ dz HI 540 - 1] W3S (UV-Vis) | 5825 i Uit i iy Kz LAk 2% BT
WEAFE 2R RAET-Be, RG] T RS SRR ICRR: | BB G54 . T A B AT O B S i R A A i P e
Z A A ARSI, 48R T FR 3K HL R CTP Sl i o o AY VR 5 B o A SCH oG ff 18 2 4 Bt 2 i R 5 BRI 1Y
FORL LA, PRI BE AR A WS, 82 AR B — [ A7 JOXT L SE 8 11, 48 T T HIROC RS IR .

RS KR, MR A& A CTP-OH-3: 1 & 3t 55 Ut 9 Ot v Ik i 7 5 e (IR 1% FL fr 5 A% HLBHL . 7R DO
(420~430 nm) 4K 3 14 2 B BB B o, IZ AT BHEE AL 73 2577 3835 67%, W1 W00 T 32 4k & 5 Ik 1Yy CTP-OH-
8: 1(4r B3R N 53%) Al CTP-OH-18: 1(43 B P2 5N 50%) o YEMEAL TG PRI 506 F ZRAF 4% 1 v 18— 3, E st
FEASSCHE A F ) X 8] Ffr, S0 8 55 A0 3000 AT A S i CTP (REWe | 38%7 i 25 5 S8 i e Aep AL S i g,
PTG HEAL TR RE
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1.1 FERFRH
TORAREEEERE  XEEOR L 4-CR BB R L =S R (TFOH) | 2,4"- V5K T | 275 -4- K 3k
CTRAR 20 -4-E R ST | 4-F AR RO BRI | a-TRAROR . DUYTER . N,N-—_ 5 N 2 2 (DIPEA) : i 7 4,
g BT 3 B R AT PR 5 B R SN - R A, AR T R R Ak 2 28 B DU ALK (THF) . 1 (MeCN) L 2
iz 2. W6 (EA) . N,N-—F S BEIE (DMF) . — H LA (DMSO) : 434, b v Bl 35 3 303 700 A BR A 7
1.2 M5 RAE
{8 B AR 2T Z 3% (FT-IR) : 5% 125 [ Nicolet NEXUS 670 %4 HL i A5 21 SN G AL o0 BT A W 4544
et HAR 3% ("H-NMR ) : 3% 174 [ 400 MHz Bruker Ultrashield 500 Plus B REHAR AT/ V14544
Wi AL PR BRI (3C-NMR ) : 5% 7 [F Bruker AVANCE Il 500 MHz B 4% % He 3% i 3 A #4720 7 o
L HM L T RETE (UPS) : % JH 26 [# Thermo Scientific ESCALAB X 3 [ /37 R 45 472 1F .
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XPS: K FH ¥[8 Kratos 23 7] AXIS Supra % X 2606 L 7 REREACIN, X FHLIEN Al Ka(1486.6 V), &
STHHE R 15KV, BN 10 mA, EHE N 20 eV,

X ST 5T (XRD) : ffi 1] H 4% Rigaku 2% 7) MiniFlex 600 X % X $FZR A7 5L FAE 8 R SR GE 4, 8 515 N
Cu/Ka(1=1.5406 <1071 m), 4 f1 £l 5°~30°, LK K 0.01°,

PH 43 A (TGA) « 2K F 8 ) NETZSCH TG209 B #4543 #r AL PF Ak A1 RE 19 #4885 M, 78 &R T L
10 °C/min B3 Z M 30 °C T+ 800 °C, id M RHRREAEL

UL (PL) Y6 Hi % [ Jobin-Yvon Spex Fluorolog-3 ¢ ik R 4R .

UV-Vis S ZIR T, 1 H H A UV-3600 728 S - 1] UL-31 21 7843 5656 BE T H a8, 3% Kl 300~ 500 nm,
PR 0.1 nm.

Ak 2= AF B b [l CHI 760 E H Ak TAESS, 765 M =R R b 47, TAERABCH TR A 1 om?
1A LSR8 (ITO) 3R 35, 2 L H W R 1 R KCL 1Y Ag/AgClHLB, %FHL A &AM . 78 300 W AT BT, Jiti
0.6 'V L 5t 5 25 516 L 3 e 107, 388 e JEL S0P TR SO TRE SO LR 4% B () o A Ak =BT (BIS) 78 FF 3% L
T, ZEFAR 0.01~10° Hzo LA EI7EZE R . 0.2 mol/L NaySO4 % H1 58 1

eI AR WA OIS BT A W WA, DAIE e R Db, (58 FH C & 0 B8 AR Rp il 8 (FID) i S AH 6
T (GC) AT R B4 HT o L 5 b o i P B A IRD 6 L i A = 4544, JF 48 GC-MS i — 2 KE . GC 2 #T R H
2 [H Agilent 7890B £ 4%, Bt HP-5 £ (30 mx320 pmx0.25 pum) . FID K6 I %8 Fll & < 48 < ; GC-MS % ] HP-5
LS MDURAT BN

A3 B 7 R 3l 1 ) A% T2 3% (PTLC) 20 3 7= W 7%t , SIS AR A W B RERS, F TR TRV A, 13 U8

Wk 2 ik J e 28 v 4 45 B AR 7= ), FREE 1143 B8 77 8
1.3 XBRHTE
13.1 ft44h 2,5-= (4-F IR ved 5f [5,4-d] "Evd (TT-BN) 8941 & W | i, ETFERNESABT,
B R AR 5B B (720 mg, 6.0 mmol) AT 4 3 S F EE (1 810 mg, 13.8 mmol) & T35 47 20 mL DMF A 100 mL
Schlenk & H, AR EZEEF 1T, F 150 C it 12 he ARREE LIRS, Joid P FAK, 1EH £ FER Rk
Yo 12h, feJ5 B 25 TR 24 h, 1598 8 608 K 84K TT-BN( 1081 mg) , 43 5 7= % 53%, 'H-NMR (500 MHz,
CFsCOOD) 6: 8.37 (4 H, d, J = 8.2 Hz,Ph-H-2,6), 8.15 (4 H, d, J = 8.2 Hz, Ph-H-3,5).
1.3.2 CTP-OH #9144 W& 1 fis, RS R, % TFOH(5 mL) 2812 7% A2 4 TT-BN(200.0 mg, 580.7 pmol)
F1 4-(F2 FH 3L ) ZE I (25.8 mg, 193.6 umol) A 100 mL Schlenk 4 /1, F—25 °C i+ 1.5 h, B J5 FHE 2 60 °C 4%
it 12h, BRHIEZEEE, A 2 mol/L NaOH ¥ Z 1R N . IR YZ 40 mL B EE .0k 3 Ik, i T
VE, 5 2 mol/L NaOH ¥ W Il & 85 Tk WE s o WUEE MY TR £ B % QAR 24 hy 50 °C B8 T4, S 8 @k R
CTP-OH-3:1(192 mg, Y% 82%) .

HoN S CHO 150 C, 12 h N—-S
= + O > Ne</ )~ T )-oN
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Fl 1 CTP-OH & R
Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of the synthesis of CTP-OH

Z: M8 CTP-OH-3:1 Ml 45 20 B, B4 TT-BN 5 4-CF2 B L) 2R H G 9B 2 3100k 8:1 5 181, R4S 21 B
KR CTP-OH-8: 1 (YL # 85%) 5 CTP-OH-18: 1(Yi K 87%) .
133 TT-CTP #4414 kb H4% A TT-BN(200.0 mg, 580.7 pmol), HA> L8 5 CTP-OH-3: 1 145 25 5% —
2, 93 OB AR TT-CTP(178 mg, 3 89%) .
1.3.4 RABR BIEAE W2 a-TRACK 28T (20 mg, 0.1 mmol) AV g (25.4 mg, 0.1 mmol) fJ Schlenk 45
B CTP-OH(5 mg), HR B ZE % 3, K25 5 E Ao 1A THF(1 mL) A DIPEA(70 pL), 7E % . 45 W 1)
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420~ 430 nm Y& I8 T LA 100 r/min i £ 52 N 4 b, FF XU 4E8F 25 °C. W45 R 5 B0 Bl CTP-OH i £k 7],
R EEZ RS @A EATE— 20 B AR, BT L3 WO 6 A I RV WA

2 GRS

2.1 CTP-OH HIZ#IRAE

FALKFN CTP-OH AY FT-IR 3% & 404 2(a, b) BT 75, CTP-OH-8: 1 78 3300 cm ! Ab 52 30 38 KL Wi e, = R ERf
3 ANERIE T 43 S T 1477, 1288 F1 780 cm™!, 3iF 5% CTP-OH B B4 1. R, B2y 2231 em ! Ab YL
SLUEAE CTP-OH "1l RAFIL T AN . iF— 2538 2 [F14 PC-NMR #f A 2544 (] 2(c) ) : fh2= i #8 88 b
5 R A T AT T, 07 B XG5 T A5 A W) &, UESE N [R]85 i 1Y CTP-OH 4 i o il 4, Horp k%
iR 50 F1 210 kb Jy TR 14
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0

K12 (a)CTP-OH-8:1 5 M B4R FT-IR S%ii%; CTP-OH A9 (b)FT-IR J6i 5 (c) PC-NMR 3%
Fig.2 (a) FT-IR spectra of CTP-OH-8: 1 and the reaction monomers; (b) FT-IR spectra and (c) '>*C-NMR spectra of CTP-OH

[ 3(a) 1Y XRD 2558 W%, 3 R R B0 L 59 CTP-OH 34 JC I 437 S i, AR AW N L E 450 . %t
It CTP-OH-3:1 5 [ i FL{R Y XRD 1% & (18] 3(b) ), B4R H A7 5 7F 2R G W v o D X6 1 06, i B 5 vy 858 5 4
1A SAE T, CTP-OH-3:1, CTP-OH-8: 1 Fil CTP-OH-18:1 ) TGA 45 & 3(c) iR, 3 FhR &Y%
U R AR E M, 7E 200 C BT R AR B 22 KT 95%, 380 C BHTIK T 50%.
2.2 CTP-OH WEES| NEL BRI EERIE

i 5 R B AE CTP B 28 b i SEBR 5| A&, X CTP-OH #E4T XPS 4347 (181 4) . = 188 B 1 g i 3R v 4
B 24 85 AN R, N 1s 3% H ek &2 T 399 eV ( Fitting curve 1) . =B &L T 400 eV(Fitting curve 2) . J5
CTP(JCF2E AL A ) rh = 1 15 Wi B T RS0 AR A5, — R AR AE 06 1A AR 5 g MR R AR D TR R LE Ry 10 5 ol vl a4 o)
PORE LU AR AR = R B — 3 AR mE e T B R L AR IR R e G 0 T BURE X R 02D, L
A RIS AR S AR, R K T, R O 1s i, WXt N 1s 3% PR [a] UG ALY, LA 1ok 3k
HETT SRR L A7 S0 45 FF i — 8 e T AU — 1k, TR 5 = R g m AR L, L5 1 0% 22 8 B R R
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3 (a)CTP-OH [ XRD ji§/&]; (b) CTP-OH-3: 1 FIS W B{A LY XRD i [€; (c)CTP-OH 1y TGA £k
Fig. 3 (a) XRD patterns of CTP-OH; (b) XRD patterns of CTP-OH-3:1 and the reaction monomers; (¢c) TGA curves of CTP-OH

(a) CTP-OH-3:1 (b) CTP-OH-8: 1 (c) CTP-OH-18:1
» Experimental data «  Experimental data » Experimental data
— Fitting — Fitting — Fitting
— Fitting curve 1 — Fitting curve | — Fitting curve 1
— Fitting curve 2 — Fitting curve 2 — Fitting curve 2

¢ — Background — Background — Background

Lo

396 398 400 402 404 396 398 400 402 404 396 398 400 402 404
Binding energy/eV Binding energy/eV Binding energy/eV

€14 CTP-OH (% N 1s XPS fiEi
Fig. 4 N 1s XPS spectra of CTP-OH

R A s BT L, B -OH 51 A LU, Bl FRIE5 1A HLF] B34 n, T LA 58 0 8 5] e s 5056t 57 A XPS il 2%
LA W LB, DN 49.2% FRAKE] 42.3% (5% 1) o @i i — 25315 ] A1, CTP-OH-3: 1 fiY MEME 55 — g I 1] FH
ook 0.73, [ 1870 T 0.27, BREELEAR HL 9] 27%; CTP-OH-8: 1 [y MEMK 5 = Wi i A1 1 M 0.89, F2ILHAR L1 il
11%; CTP-OH-18: 1 Ay MEME 5 = BRI FL L~ 0.98, SR L B2 2%, 18t XPS K415 #r, SE T 38 5]
A LG 0 58 B RAE, R0 RUPFEERAE T OGS SEIR KR, 3 FhRE ARG I A LU S B0} L 5t R A A i 4,
TG T, F2BH ] Sl o OB DRSS AR EE .

# 1 CTP-OH ¥ XPS N ¥ 4y ifi #1 ofy b 5 5% 22 s v O 22
Table 1 Peak area percentage and residual standard deviation of N peaks for CTP-OH from XPS spectra

Sample N peak Peak area percentage/% Residual standard deviation

Fitting curve 1 423

CTP-OH-3:1 1.043 16
Fitting curve 2 57.7
Fitting curve 1 47.1

CTP-OH-8:1 1.00357
Fitting curve 2 529
Fitting curve 1 49.2

CTP-OH-18:1 1.16272
Fitting curve 2 50.8

2.3 CTP-OH HItFERFB L FER
&l 5(a) BYEEAh- 1T DL KOG iE 2 B, 3 Fh CTP M RHAZE 430 nm b AT UL 6 W o, Wkl 262 550 nm.,
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¥ 5(b) [ Tauc ¥l & 7~ , CTP-OH-3:1, CTP-OH-8:1, CTP-OH-18:1 [ 47 B JLF- — 2, 4> %k 2.46, 2.45,
2.45 eV, Ui HAE ] WO K 22 TS T, e I A T G AR SR . A B WG LT R AR 1
BRI FE I G AR H 0 m L B ol T A AL, A 5(c) ISR FL T RE TSNS 3 Fhb R
e 5 352 T HE (HOMO) REZ 43 911 M —8.82, —8.89., —8.74 eV, 4445 il T A7 B 25 SR il b 1t 4 45 31 LX) 17
AR 5 95 43 T 13E (LUMO) BB b —6.36. —6.44, —6.29 eV([E 5(d) ).

(@) (b)

300 400 500 600 700 800 1.6 2.0 24 28 32 3.6 40 44

Wavelength/nm hvleV
(©) 6.0 ((d) 6.2
-636  _ —0.25
6.4 -— o4
CTP-OH-3:1
o —6.8
>
272 % % c
276} 3 @ e
=] (o] o o
Ho_got
-84}
CTP-OH-18:1 83 i
) Sl - P -8.74
$15.83 eV 3.35 eV 97 8.82  —-8.89

20 18 16 14 12 10 8 6 4 2 0 C‘l'l’—O‘H—3:lCTP-OH-8:lCTP-OH»IS:I

Binding energy/eV

K5 CTP-OH [J(a)UV-Vis Jti ., (b)Tauc &, (c)2E4MEHLTREREAN(d) fEg R B
Fig. 5 (a) UV-Vis spectra, (b) Tauc plot, (c) UPS spectra and (d) energy level diagram of CTP-OH

% 6(a) i) PL Jtii 7%, CTP-OH-3:1, CTP-OH-8: 1 Fll CTP-OH-18: 1 [1)%¢ )t & §F 1443 $IL F 610, 610 FlI
635 nm, N 6(b) iR, =HMHBUE N E T (PLQY KN 0.7%. 1.5% F1 1.8%, 2 BUFHFE 5L 2 & AL
IS BRI Ay CTP-OH-3: 1 B el HY PLQY, 2 I HOG AR i1 058 5 &2 6 52 B4 2L i, %
T S oy B AR 7 S, ORI IR R B FEARERAE . /] 6(c) BRSO IR M R B, pE AL &
BTN, G E AL e R 2R T e, DL RS | AR E TORAE IR R A . 45 A PLQY AR LA T HEWT . R
F AR CTP-OH-3: 1 78 7= A4 0 256 A= 48 3 7 A R et HL 4w B 52 A 1l s i, 2800 1 0 B OR 48 T
E 6(d) ) HL AL 24 BHT G (27 R BT S, 27 A BT ) s, CTP-OH-3: 1 {4 i faf 4% £ L BHLAIK T CTP-OH-8: 1
L5 CTP-OH-18: 1, FBH M 2 I & B AU HE AR f i 3 5, R BRI T S i v AL i 4 42 . O A HRAE P 3 1o 25
FEvZ R3S (DFT) 15 3R, BB 51 ATTAE CTP B 28 thifs S8 itk A i fe 37, £ i AR I 5T [ — 1
PATT ) RE ) LA 5 RS, DT SE R 2 20 8 SR o AL 5 AR T rp RS 3] A Y v S o 07 384 5 A ST
H iy 5 % P BEL PR AP (8 35 75 i i i 9 CTP-OH-3: 1 R B S B L MR ) W EE W) 5 o DL, FRATTHEMI AR 14 &
PR ILI B AR R 76 CTP & 28 I SR A i, I SO AR 3R F I S8 . 25 b, fe 3t —
e RS YAE SR il 5 | AR IR HLTT, FIZEAN I 3540 Sa i BRI TS T, S 35 0 N R A e B L IR S 2
A RN RS AL S BT, P 5] 48 T it 7, A5 ) 4 D Ak S Rz i) 3R AR50
2.4 CTP-OH KL Bt iR & Kz

FEF L3R 380 CTP A RHE N WG I . #ELfar 40 B8 B2 2 0 15 0 7 1D (R ME g, FRATT2E — 25 0P A FL S Bk
ARG o DA a-TRAC R 20T B IO Y5 s 1y SR A 78, R AR Ak 2% 4 43 3l {d H CTP-OH-3:1, CTP-OH-8:1 Fll CTP-
OH-18:1 J LR, HE BRI T B S MR R . WE 7(a) s, 78 420~430 nm WG IEGT, #E1LIG
P Bt 2 B & B N T $2 . CTP-OH-18:1, CTP-OH-8:1, CTP-OH-3:1 Fy%5 4L 3R 35 5] 99%, 43 85 7= 43 i
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(a) 201 (b)

1.5¢

0.5F
f . . 0
500 600 700 800 900 N N N
Wavelength/nm OQ;’ stb \2»,%
N ]’ O
> & N
© — CTP-OH-3:1 50 (d)
0r ¢ — CTP-OH-8: 1 « CTP-OH-3: 1
— CTP-OH-18:1 « CTP-OH-8:1
A A A A A A 40} + CTP-OH-18:1
—0.05 1
{‘\? E — 1 a— ] 1 - 30
£ g
E) T
< 010} N
S/ | et e s’ et " e 20 :
—0.15 1
10 - .3
rrrrororf <
7020 1 1 1 1 1 ) 1 1 1 )
300 350 400 450 500 550 0 10 20 30 40 50
t/s Z'1Q

& 6 CTP-OH f¥(a)PL Jtits . (b) B GEF 73 (o) BRAGH Jma Nis EA (d) B Ak B BTG &
Fig. 6 (a) PL spectra, (b) photoluminescence quantum yield, (c) transient photocurrent response spectra and (d) electrochemical impedance
spectra of CTP-OH

50%. 53% Fll 64%. T 5 't H Ui w7 e B R BEL AT K/ B — B, 5 PLQY WU AR Sz, 3R W] 32 3 aot 2
AR T A L T o B B A A B A LB, A R T TR ERE . RATHE— A R T R R
TT-CTP, JF7EAH R 508 F AT AL S, AL ALK A 99% ., 43 B 7= 3R Ky 38%, 5 & ¥ 3L CTP-OH-3:1, CTP-
OH-8:1, CTP-OH-18: 1( /3B 7= R0 9N 67%. 53%. 50%) A0k, TT-CTP B4 55 77 3 i F A%, iX 2Ry
SIA#HA FI T CTP IR R G R EE T . RIS W ALEE, - AT14E CTP-OH-3:1 W& & P A
T A H AT TEMPO, WS i IS vy JL-F-98 58 9, RIZ M 2k A i s it 1. TP —%
0 25 SR N SCHRARGE B, FRATTEE 0 AR S 3 A IR S e AL FE WG RRS, Stk CTP-OH-3: 1 At
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