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  SPECIAL THEME 

  
Introduction to the Special Theme on Analytic Philosophy 
 
Since the last decades of the 20th century, analytic philosophy has been 
undermined by many philosophers in many ways. Some have claimed that 
analytic philosophy effectively ended with Quine’s attack on empiricist dogmas, 
moving in an alternative direction. Others have insisted that it endures, taking a 
specific approach to philosophical problems inspired by prior speculation. Still 
others have criticized it based on recent developments in such fields as 
neuroscience and computer science. Clearly, the present status and the nature of 
analytic philosophy has been disputed. Several international conferences have 
recently been held in China to reflect upon, and respond to, these controversies.   

The papers published here have been selected from these conferences and 
represent various ideas on the work produced by Wittgenstein, Russell, and 
Quine. Professor Xu Yingjin from Fudan University, for example, questions 
widely-accepted assumptions concerning Wittgenstein’s likely view on Artificial 
Intelligence (AI). Building on previous work, including a comparative study of 
the subject published several years ago, Xu criticizes Stuart Shanker’s systematic 
reconstruction of the Wittgensteinian argument against AI by building on 
Wittgenstein’s own statements, the “rule-following” feature of language-games, 
and the putative alliance between AI and psychologism. In his view, 
Wittgenstein’s wisdom can be positively used by more open-minded Wittgenstein 
scholars to smooth the relationship between philosophy and AI, rather than to 
undercut it.  

In another essay, Dr. Li Guo from Southwest University of Political Science & 
Law explores the articulation of Wittgenstein’s concept of language games in On 
Certainty. Based on his understanding of Wittgenstein, Li holds that 
language-games are incompatible with one another because their internal logic 
and reasons are different from each other. For Wittgenstein, he claims, the 
internal reasons of one language-game can transmit beyond its own borders and 
be valid in another language-game.  

Meanwhile, Professor Stewart Candlish from the University of Western 
Australia raises the question of whether Wittgenstein is in fact an analytic 
philosopher—a question which he answers affirmatively, arguing that the 
Tractatus was a founding text of analytic philosophy, and that it gave canonical 
expression to certain characteristic doctrines of early analytic philosophy. After a 
long examination of the relationship between Wittgenstein and Russell the author 
concludes that Wittgenstein was most unusual amongst analytic philosophers.  
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Finally, Professor Tom Stoneham from the University of York discusses 
Quine’s criterion of ontological commitment in an alternative way, trying to 
unpack some of the substantive and controversial philosophical commitments 
that are presupposed by this criterion. He concludes that we might have reasons 
to explore alternative ways of thinking about ontological commitments. Together, 
these essays provide important new insights into several of the major issues in 
recent analytic philosophy. 
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