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Optimization and application of the fermentation conditions
and extraction methods for prokaryotic dsRNA expression

YANG Yi, ZHOU Maochao, YANG Jixiao, TANG Tao, ZHAO Hongwei, NIU Dongdong’

(College of Plant Protection/State Key Laboratory of Agro-Biological Safety,
Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract To optimize the fermentation conditions and extraction methods for double-stranded RNA (dsRNA)
in a prokaryotic expression system and evaluate its potential for controlling rice sheath blight (Rhizoctonia solani) ,
a recombinant hairpin expression vector targeting the RsDCL1/2 genes of R. solani was constructed and
transformed into Escherichia coli HT115(DE3). Six fermentation parameters (pH, IPTG concentration, induction
temperature, agitation speed, duration, and NaCl concentration) were systematically optimized. The results
showed that the highest dsRNA yield (1. 32-fold increase over pre-optimization levels) was achieved under the
following conditions: pH 7, 0.4 mmol/L IPTG, 33 °C, 160 r/min, 7.5 g/L NaCl, and 12 h induction. Comparative
analysis of four extraction methods (Trizol, RNAswift, 75% ethanol fixation, and PB buffer lysis) demonstrated
that PB buffer lysis yielded 3. 89 times more dsRNA than 75% ethanol fixation while maintaining superior purity.
In greenhouse trials, the appliction of PB-extracted dsRNA foliar significantly reduced the lesion area on rice

leaves, confirming the potential dsRNA as a biopesticide in the prevention and control of rice sheath blight.
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Collectively, the integrated dsRNA production system combining optimized fermentation and PB buffer lysis not

only enhanced dsRNA yield but also exhibited promising field-applicable potential for sustainable management

of rice sheath blight.

Keywords dsRNA; optimization of fermentation conditions; dsRNA extraction methods; rice sheath blight
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1.2.1 pET28a-RsDCL1/2 % %k 45 # B 4k #5E
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=Wy 3 Sk M, R 51 ¥ RsDCL1/2-L-F F
LOOP-R Y"1 536 bp i RsDCL1/2+LOOP 3£ H ¥
PG 4) .

FH 1% Byl W 5E g L Uk K A PCR ™ 9, Il ]
B S 1] 53 5] £ ( Thermo Scientific) [ 4& H #Y PCR
PR, A S gl Ak 1) PCR P29 4 5 pET 28a #%
Ml B S A% R PN VD8 EcoR 1R Hind T XU fif§
VI, B 5 ¥ U0 4F 0 i B 4R T Ak = R W AT A
DH Sa. ¥ 5L 7 Wik T & A KI5 F b1k
(50 pg/mL) i LB [ 4 8% % JE A b, Pk B 5 7%
FEBA, FEHEAT TR PCR K I, 7 6 BH M e e S5 32 U
JP oo %W FOOE B EE 4L 5Ok Ay 4N p28-L+
LOOP. 4y 5% % 41 J ki p28-1-+LOOP il 1] i 4l
L1 PCR =9 2 fift FH B i 14 A% 2 19 U B Hind TITAI
Xho VLGV , Bl J5 K¢ VI I 16 R B i 301 55k 2 K
W DHSa. ¥tk T 9 A RIK&E R
(50 pg/mL) Al PY 3R ZE P (12,5 pg/mL) A9 LB &
PR B 35 P B L, Pk PR R A BE S R RO
FAd B i 1 A% 1% N VD Hind TR Xho TXLUEGYT
VB U145 200 R Be e AT M glifb 5 26 Y .
1E I R BE Y JFORL iy 4% 4 pET28a-RsDCL1/2,
i B K5 pET28a-RsDCL 1/2 Ak & KB FF i HT115
(DE3),

R1 AHRFERBISY

Table 1 Primers used in this study

EIR/ER S SIMFHI(5—>3") 3%
Primer name Primer sequence Usage
RsDCL1/2-L-F  GGAATTCCAATATCGCTCGATGGATCC RsDCL1/2 F X &k
RsDCL1/2-L-R  GGCAAGAAGAAAGGCTCACGTTGACCTCTTGCCATGAT i By #
LOOP-F ATCATGGCAAGAGGTCAACGTGAGCCTTTCTTCTTGCC [ oop
LOOP-R CCCAAGCTTCTGTGTGTTTTGAACAATTTCAC RB A
RsDCL1/2-R-F CCCAAGCTTGTTGACCTCTTGCCATGATA RsDCL1/2 & X &k

RsDCL1/2-R-R

CCGCTCGAGCAATATCGCTCGATGGATCC

W B

TE T RS0 S U575 AL 2 Ay () VRS

Note: The underlined sequences indicate the restriction enzyme sites, and the bolded sequences represent homologous arms.

1.2.2 A FWREGH RJISRNA £ #FF
W& A pET28a-RsDCL 1/ 2 3 41 JFk: (9 K AT

HT115(DE3)TE & RABE 2R (50 pg/mL) MU R R itk

(12.5 pg/mLOAY LB AR SR B PHR2L , 37 “CHa il 5%

Fedpe . PRBCATETEINA R 5 mL iR EIBAE R LB
WARE:FR LT, 37 °C,L 200 r/min IR R 7140 . WA
B LA 1:50CV/ VORRFL LA 100 mL b 3R AH [ 404
ZLBWIRR F D 37 °C,200 r/min ¥ 5 3 h &
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ODye=0. 6, 7EK W A B H LA 1:1 000CV/VOAIA
LU FE R 0.6 mmol/L /Y JC T S 9 B A1 UM 1
(Isopropyl B-D-Thiogalactoside, IPTG) , 4£%L1% 5 6 h.
1.2.3 JRA kA dSRNA-RsDCL1/2 % #% AR A

PLdsRNA Rk AK-1E R PF O 8 b , 8 323K 18 R

LA 2 5 50 pg/mL R AF%EE R A 12,5 pg/mL 43
F I LB W MR 55 56 O X pH L IPTG i 5 W B
IR S O TR ONaCLE & 6 4> 1 A8
AT R, B9 dsRNA I8 AR (1) e 15
FRIKMER, WE 2,

®2 FSERERFKEET

Table 2 Single-variable experimental design for the induction system

6 JE [

Gradient range

FERERE
Induction parameter
pH
IPTG ¥ %/ Cmmol /L)

IPTG concentration

& B /°C Temperature

¥ 3# / (r/min) Speed

% 5B 8] /h Induction time

NaCl # J¥ /(g/1.)NaCl concentration

4.5.5.5.6.5.7.0.8.0.8.5

1.0.0.8.0.6.0.4.0.2.0.1

25.29.33.37.41.45
140,160,180 .,200 220 240
2.4.6.8.10.12.14.16
10.00.7.50.5.00.2.05,1.25

1.2.4 dsRNA IR ik kAL

Trizol % (TR : B 50 mL 755 ¥ , 8 000 r/min
O 8 min, 3 FiH . FRTTVEE 2 IR IE R 7 I & T
1 mL Trizol, il A 200 pL & 4f5 , i HERZ % , vK b i &
5 min BN E . 4°C,12 000 r/min B> 15 min, W
LWl TR EPE b, B MA SRR N,
H R34 5], — 20 “CHLIE 3 ho 4 °C,12 000 r/min B 0>
20 min, PLIEIM A 1: 1(V/VD75% 2 B, 4 °C,
12 000 r/min &L 5 min, A 2K . TLEMXT 15 min
J& , IA DEPC ddH,O ## RNA . —80 CHAF#HI .
T K B 25 AR P Ak 32 22 LUZ O T $R R A319 dsRNA

RNA swift(RS) : 2 I8 Nwokeoji 4 iy J7 ik i
T4 AF o B 50 mL 75 3 B W, 8 000 r/min & .0
8 min, 3t L iF o R AR I I A R e R % IR AT
5 mL % f# W (4% SDS pH 7.5. 0.5 mmol/L
NaCD, 90 ‘Chn# 4 min, A 8 000 r/min &> 6 min,
W EWE TR EPE . LW MAT75mL
1 mol/L £ B K F 2 mL 5 mol/L NaCl, 2 it # &
10 min, 4 °C,12 000 r/min & 0> 15 min, W 3 T8
B JCHE EP A b o T A SRR S VN AR
A, —20 CHLVE 3 ho 4 °C, 12 000 r/min & >
20 min, PLIEM A 1: 1(V/VD75% Z B, 4 °C,
12 000 r/min & .0» 5 min, BE 2K . VLM T
15 min J& , LA DEPC ddH,O % it RNA, —80 Cf#
735 o

75% LT 2 ¥ (AHD : 3 18 Posiri ™ [ J7 ¥ it
74 4F . HU50 mL o5 5 1/ WK 7E 80 “C 45 14F T i #i
20 min, 8 000 r/min &> 5 min, HIKJIIE EE T
75% L EECLLPBS il &), 4 °C, 12 000 r/min & >
5 min, & UL 3E & T 150 mmol/L NaCl, 4°C,
12 000 r/min & 0> 5 min, W _F 3% F 8 09 T EP %
o BN AR S B, BUEI S, — 20 CHL
W3 h, 4°C,12 000 r/min &> 20 min. YLIEM A
1:1CV/V)75% 2,4 °C,12 000 r/min & .0» 5 min,
FAE 2., VLEMNAT 15 min 5, i A DEPC ddH,O
HRNA, —80 CIEAE% .

PB 2 wf 2 ff 12 (PB) : B 50 mL i 5 3 W,
8 000 r/min 50> 8 min, 3% [ ; B A T JE 8 2 18 g 72
WK ERE T HA 1.5 mg/mL % H B A
1 mL DEPC ddH,O #,37 ‘CAEFE 1 h, & A
60 ‘CHIHAY 1 mL Z4# 3 (0. 5% SDS, 2 mol/L NaCl,
0. 2 mol/L K,HPO, . NaH,PO,pH 7. 4 B {#lIR 4] .
AR 2L 5 minGEB = 3 s, [MFH 5 ). 4°C,8000 r/min
B0 5 min, W FWE TR EPAE T . BRI IMASE
R BUS  mE L, W@ ¥ A, — 20 C UL YE 3 ho
4°C,12 000 r/min &.0> 20 min., JTIEMA 1:1CV/V)
75 % B 4 °C,12 000 r/min 8.0 5 min, & 21K,
PLEE T 15 minJ& , il A DEPC ddH,O # i RNA , 7K
b #E 5~10 min, 12 000 r/min #.0> 5 min, b % &I
RNAVEW . —80 CIRAF .
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1.2.5 dsRNA & ik K-l & B 3 % it

W ok BE R DL 1% B e s BE RS R Uk R
dsRNA 215155 B, F Tmage] #F 47 K B 2 #r o4 H
1 55 5 A Ko
1.2.6 dsRNA s$ /K45 846 9% 2 F B 20K I

BRI A 8 IR LS 1 28 ddHLO 183 1
UEYC Tk R R B4 R A A R A — B K
Rt RSPl T OB AR R b o KB 1% 3R 9 SO T TR DF
fer b AL . &AL BRI N 20 wl W T
B 8T 28 CHREFRAA K 7% 24 h, a0t
JE 25 91 F FH Photoshop X3 BE i AR #E 47 48 7 F 43 Hr o

TG ARG I« R 4 8 2 A7 K —BUm KA | Wi
b BRSO R R R B R DR R R KR
B A 10 mL By 55 B BEAT A N . 255 3d,
N4 B K TR 00 SO TR TR D 4 b 2 K R ZE AT R ] —
I B R AL B 4~5 d, WK R K I L I L
Photoshop % 5 10 AR #4752 35347 -

2 BRESH

2.1 pET28a-RsDCLI/2 EAFRHIHIERK dsRsDCL1/2

xix

T 4L TORE PN, 2 4% RN B i [ 3R AT B b
LA EOMER A 9 RNA R 454 . % T LOOP [ Bt
W L& T, BARASRNA HBER /N K 400 bp. 4%
1% 40 TR pET28a-RsDCL1/2 % A K i T # DH5a
PG AL = R AF I HT115(DE3) Hr |, I it
IPTG #7543 dsRNA ik 5 Rk 5 5 HUH EH 09 A

(2)

bp
2000
1500
1000

750

pH
6.5

7.0 80 85

M

4.5 5.5 7.5

500
400 bp

250

100

BRI G (B D

bp
2000
1500

1000
750
500 400 bp

250

100

1, pET28a-RsDCL1/2 % %4 PTG i § = ¥ ; 2, pET28a-
RsDCL1/2% PTG ST ¥. M, 5 Fhiid DL2000, T,

1, pET28a-RsDCL1/2 was not induced by IPTG; 2, pET28a-
RsDCL1/2 was induced by IPTG. M, 4> F 45 ic DL2000. The same
below.

B 1 dsRsDCLIZESREE

Fig. 1 dsRsDCL1/2 induced expression map

2.2 pHt dsRNA ik 7K B4 8

Hi [ 2 W] %1, 7E pH 4. 5~8. 5 4b B | B & pH
S dsRNA (19 ik K 2 TR, pH 5.5,
6.5.7. 0 4b PR dsSRNA F ik T & 22 7. pH<
5.5, dsRNA ik K- WA fr i . pH=4. 5},
A i e e E i K, G 45 AL I IE T pH=4. 5 i}
dsRNA Rk K VP, REREAREAF T
dsRNA [R5 AR SEFRA 7= h B FER RWI46 72 7.0
A AT, A5 S IR B A R0 R T pHL, R 4 28 9%, A
b, fe 240 o B 3R LW AR pH 7. 0 F 47 JR 22050 .

(b)

14.00
"
=
g 2 L
£ 2 1100 b b b
<5
% £ s00r c
jﬁ gg d cd
<
éé 5.00 ﬁ ﬂ
©v O
o
2.00 : : :
45 55 65 70 75 80 85
pH

ANTR) T RE R R 4 ) 22 7 W 2, P<<0. 05, Rl
Different letters indicate statistically significant differences between groups, P<C0. 05. The same below.

B2 AEpH &4 TdsRsDCLI2 KK LR (a) TR IEE R (b)
Fig. 2 Electrophoresis map (a) and expression level (b) of dsRsDCL 1/2 (b) under different pH
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2.3 IPTG F SR E X dsRNA & iE 7k F B &0

i 1 3 1T A1, dsRNA F ik /K R IPTG 5 5 3
FE R T T 0, R KA W R 3R A RGAE IPTG
M5F T REUE A UG 3 H SRR P 5 sk 53Rk Y
IPTG ¥ JE 45 0. 4 mmol/L B dsRNA & 5 K3k 5|

(a)
IPTGH¢JE/(mmol/L) IPTG concentration

bp 1.0 0.8 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.1

2000

1500
1000

750
500
250

100

L e e e e

WA, H AR/ TR EZH 0. 1~0. 2 mmol/L).
B IPTG e JE JE— 442 5 (0. 6 mmol/L)dsRNA f
RIXAKVPIFARZREZE LTS U] 0.4 mmol/LE
PR 2R R R BRI . e IPTGIAS:
WM 0. 4 mmol/L #4175 223056 .

dsRNAZ LK/ (ug/mL)
dsRNA expression level

1.0 0.8 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.1
IPTGH¢ % /(mmol/L) IPTG concentration

3 AEIPTGESIKET dsRsDCLIZ2 BBk R (a)FIRIZIE R (b)

Fig. 3 Electrophoresis map (a) and expression level (b) of dsRsDCL1/2 under different IPTG induction concentrations

2.4 BEX dsRNA Rik 7Kk F 8200

S T 5 B <o i W i 3 A N A T =1 B A
I #B 23 5% W dsRNA (19 3% 35 , dsRNA ik KPR
e T S REAR A . B R A R H Dk 45 R
N BE G 5 IR R B R AR Y S R S B R S

(a)
15 SE/°C Induction temperature

bp M 25 29 33 37 41 45

2000
1500

1 000
750

500
400 bp

250
100

55, g3t o A R, S0 =R ¥ O 25~33 TR,
dsRNA 3k K - B il B b T 100 2 35 38, 7 33 °C
I8 B e (LTI e 720 34 338 05 4 3R JE > 37 "CR, SRk K
R SR R X R OR R GE AE —E TUH R
Wi o AR S 7 SR AR O 33 CHEAT IR SR

® 15.00 -

12.00F
9.00 - b

600l B

dsRNA expression level

3.00 -

dsRNA 157K F-/(ug/mL)

d
L L L L TR i BN
0.00 25 29 33 37 41 45

7% E/C

Induction temperature

B4 AEFSBET dsRsDCLI2FBIXER (a)FIRIEHFER(b)

Fig. 4 Electrophoresis map (a) and expression level (b) of dsRsDCL1/2 under different induction temperatures

2.5 X dsRNA FRik 7K F 8200

FH ] ST, dSRNA Feik 7K P Bl 5 e o ) 7 e S 30
SeTtE N RERRE S LR E R 160 r/min B R IAKF-3A
Fl e, OHR A2 15 55 800 160 v/ min AT R 82050 .
2.6 FSAEX dsRNA ik 7k F § 2 0E

P 1 6 1T T, Bifl 5 35 5 B[R] A AE K, 2 5 BE B

8K dSRNA By 2 1k f 52 30 H B B oIk A0 184 K
B, TE 2~4 h, KKK F-KZHK 5 pg/mL s 21} 8] 4E
KE6~10h, BILKTFHKT IG5 S EK S
12~16 h, F 35 K F 76 J6 1 9 B il B 38 1 2
15% . FEX A i, 12 h i) 2658 5 e i, 5O o2 %
SRR 12 h 647 )5 S5 .
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(a) (b 15.001
& 3#/(r/min) Rotation speed
’__T —_
bp M 140 160 180 200 220 240 E 2 12.00f a
&) — b
= g bc
2000 2 c c
1500 2 5 9.00r
S8
1 000 2 5
750 TS eook
500 Z
400 bp ~ .z
© 1 1 1 1 1 J
250 3007920 160 180 200 220 240
100 H3#/(r/min)

Rotation speed

E5 AEEdAsRsDCLI2 Bk R (a)FRIEER(b)

Fig. 5 Electrophoresis map (a) and expression level (b) of dsRsDCL 1/2 under different induction rotation speeds

75515} [a]/h Induction time 75505} [a]/h Induction time

bp M 2 4 6 8 10 12 bp M 12 14 16
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Fig. 7 Electrophoresis map (a) and expression level (b) of dsRsDCL 1/2 under different NaCl concentration
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