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Evolution and Application of Symbolic Capital of Agricultural
Cultural Heritage: A Case Study of Chinese Native Chickens

ZHONG Yiqun' WEN Zhifen’
1. South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China;

2. Wens Foodstuff Group Co., Ltd., Yunfu 527300, Guangdong, China

Abstract: Against the backdrop of the evolution and application of symbolic capital in agricultural
cultural heritage, this paper takes the Chinese native chicken as a typical case to explore its evolutionary logic
throughout history and contemporary practical value. Drawing on Bourdieu's theory of symbolic capital, this
study constructs a "discourse power transfer" motivation model and a "four—dimensional symbolic spectrum"
analytical framework, and sorts out the complete lineage of the Chinese native chicken symbol: from ethical
construction in the Pre—Qin and Western/Eastern Han Dynasties, emotional expansion in the Wei, Jin, Tang,
and Song Dynasties, local identification in the Ming and Qing Dynasties, to consumption reconstruction in
contemporary times. The study finds that the evolution of its symbolic capital form is rooted in the dynamic
transfer of the production and interpretation rights of symbolic meaning among different historical subjects,
including royal power, scholar—officials, local elites, and the market, and the evolution of the symbolic capital
form is driven by the synergy of three factors: socioeconomic structure, knowledge production mode, and
subject consciousness. Combining the above historical evolution rules, this paper further proposes the
"diagnosis—translation—narration" empowerment path for local brand culture and four brand narration models,
aiming to provide theoretical support and practical guidance for the living inheritance of agricultural cultural
heritage and the value enhancement of local brands.

Key words: Chinese native chickens; symbolic capital; discourse power; agricultural cultural heritage;

consumer narratives





