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Wandering: Establishment of the Stylistic Form of Modern Chinese
Short Stories

WU Deli

(School of Humanities, Southwest Jiaotong University, Chengdu 611756, China)

Abstract: Starting from Call to Arms, which represents the transitional period of modern Chinese short
story style, this article focuses on the foundational role of Wandering in the formation of modern Chinese
short story style. By comparing the early and later periods of LLu Xun’s novels, it becomes evident that Wan-
dering gradually diminished or eliminated transitional stylistic features such as dramatization, narrator inter-
vention, repetition, irony, mixed language styles, and prose sketches. Instead, it advanced modern narra-
tive techniques in terms of perspective, structure, and language maturity. Furthermore, it established three
major forms of May Fourth Fiction including autobiographical novels, stream of consciousness novels and
rural narrative novels, thereby laying a solid foundation for the development of modern Chinese novel styles.
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