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GLOBALIZATION OF LAW: A CHINESE PERSPECTIVE
EDITOR’S NOTE

GUO Rui’

How could Critical Legal Study’s insights benefit China? When Chinese scholars at the
inaugural session of Renmin University International Virtual Workshop (RUIVW) meet
Duncan Kennedy, akey figure in the Critical Legal Study Movement, they seek to find out the
answer.! Kennedy’s work on the globalization of law offers an ideal topic for the discussion.

Drawing insights from the critical legal study’s analysis of legal thought, Kennedy’s
work provides a novel analysis on how the globalization of legal thoughts in the 19" and
20™ century shaped the legal changes world-wide. In the United States as well as in
Europe Kennedy’s work has widely cited and discussed. Comparatively Kennedy’s work
has not been thoroughly discussed in Chinese academy, and the RUIVW workshop serves
as a meaningful starting point.

As the discussion goes on, Chinese scholars raises issues on legal transplantation, the
globalization of legal thought, the rule of law, the judicial system and the evolution of
legal norms in the context of globalization, and Professor Kennedy addresses these issues
with great interests. Chinese scholars’ comments have led Professor Kennedy to think
further on the unique situation of China:

1 really think that the situation of the Chinese academics, from my limited
understanding, is dealing with a concrete problem: the potential for law to address
serious issues that pertain to social, economic, and humanitarian stabilities. It would be
unbelievably satisfying to me if my stuff would be even slightly helpful to you in that
situation. I am just more than anxious to continue this conversation. The time is limited
today. I see this event more as an occasion for me to investigate you.

The intertwinement of law and politics, on which Kennedy’s work attaches much
importance, remains to be further discussed. As Professor William Alford proposes, this
should be seen as the beginning for both Chinese scholars and our U.S. colleagues to have
a long, fruitful discussion on law in the rapidly globalizing world, in which China and
Chinese law play an increasingly important role.

* (¥5%%) Assistant Professor in civil and commercial law, at School of Law, Renmin University of China,
Beijing 100872, China. Contact: rguo@ruc.edu.cn

! Guo Rui & Hu Xiaoqian, Duncan Kennedy's Three Globalizations in Theory and in Practice: A Chinese
Perspective, 9(4) Frontier of Law in China 536, 53659 (2014).
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