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3. BEHLFEE © Art-spring
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NRIVKEBHESIES, ©Art-spring

5. kEEEHhEREMAFEE. ©Art-spring

6. WMEIANALEEMBEERSTE, BEANNSINIEX
SR, © Art-spring

3. Master plan © Art-spring

4.  The Flag Plaza adopts the modern design language and
uses local black brick to reflect the ecological concept of
water and island. © Art-spring

5. The paths in the bamboo grove create an secluded
place. © Art-spring

6. The main entrance combines with the elements of white
wall and black tile, creating an atmospheie of water
village. © Art-spring
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With a time-honored history, Zhouzhuang
is known as the “the first water village in
China” due to its delicate water landscape
and distinct layout. Tourism is an important
part of the economy of Zhouzhuang. As an
important part of the larger tourism planning,
Moon River adopts the strategy of improving
the tourism quality of the old town, exploring
the ecological advantages of a “water
village wetland” and eco-tourist destination.
The goal of the project is to refine tourism
facilities and increase industrial development
of Zhouzhuang through increased access to
water tourism.

The project is located to the north of
Jishui Habor in Zhouzhuang. It is separated
from the old town by a water body and the
project covers a total area of 56.7 hectares,
37 of which is for construction and the rest
is for water. The water landscape covers a
third of the total area. In all, the design is a
comprehensive tourism project with a five-
star hotel, a wetland park, a modern art
museum, waterfront commercial promenades,
and vacation villas.

The project continues the pattern of an

ecological lake and an ancient water village in
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Zhouzhuang to form a structure that centers
on a core of T-shaped landscapes that links
multiple functional island groups. The inner
lake areas to the north and west serve as
public facility areas. Low-density vacation
villas and condos are distributed along the
east bank. Water runs southward, connecting
the Jishui Habor. As the eco-link and
transitional space between Jishui Habor and
the project, the wetland park is designed to be
the public eco-recreation space of the city.

There are six parts of the landscape
design, including a flag plaza, lakeside
commercial area, public area of the art
museum, hotel, vacation villas, and the
wetland park. The individual areas are
connected through water systems, roads, and
bridges to form an integrated but independent
landscape system.

The overall landscape concept is a natural
and ecological area that interweaves the whole
design with the theme of the water culture
in the region south to the Yangtse River. For
example, the Flag Plaza uses modern design
language to embody the notion of “water and
island”. The waterfront and courtyard space

with the architectural style of the region south

7. FEUMHKERIA—NMFFENKRRZE, KITRLN
WIS =EHKBES.

8. RMMAFHRHYIMBIE. BEL. FEAG. BABRIE
PERSE A A FHME X AN, ©Art-spring

9. B ARIMNAESEATER, IEKXUIEARS,
© Art-spring

10. KFR. EEEFMAFEE, Bk Em AR IR A ZNE
Fo ©Art-spring

11, RFFPIMRIRIZET © Art-spring

7. Views and spaces are changed when visitors cross the
bamboo grove and arrive at an open leisure space after
crossing the bamboo grove, which achieves the control
of sight line and the changes of space. © Art-spring

8. The wetland park is composed of five theme zones,
including featuring green-wave of willows, rice flower
dock, lotus pool, fishing boating and water birds flying
over the shallow shoal. © Art-spring

9. The wetland park bases on ecology and uses the water
culture in southern Yangtse River basin as the theme.
© Art-spring

10. The water system, roads and bridges form an integrated
but independent landscape system. © Art-spring

11. The outdoor leisure space of the club © Art-spring
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to the Yangtse River are ubiquitous among
low-density vacation programs. The wetland
park is based on the ecology and divided into
five theme zones featuring green-wave of
willows, rice flower dock, lotus pool, fishing
and boating, and water birds flying over the
shallow shoal. All demonstrate how the water
village culture in southern Yangtse River
basin is integrated into the design.

Moon River was started officially in
2011. The Flag Plaza and the wetland park
were built in 2013, and the first phase of the
low-density vacation villas is expected to be
finished by 2014. The landscape design and

construction of the spa hotel, the wetland
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12. By sunset, the wetland echoes the distant village and
presents a beautiful water village scenery. © Art-spring

13. The hollowed-out wall, water, plants and courtyards
create a quiet scenery. © Art-spring

14. The lakeside leisure boardwalk © Art-spring

15. The waterfront and courtyard space elements are used
as the cultural elements in the low-density vacation villa
area. © Art-spring

16. The private courtyard uses the elements of lotus, blue
and white porcelain to create the modern Chinese
garden space with the design method of Japanese zen
garden. © Art-spring

park, and the art museum will be completed
following the first phase of development
schedule.

The project uses existing water system
and begins with the construction of the
basic landscape structure. Therefore, the
spatial structure, visual axis analysis and
water boundary have become the common
study focus to the planning, architecture and

landscape design teams. Feasibility analysis
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of the application technique was conducted
simultaneously, including the optimized
structure plan and technical feasibility studies
towards the water system. There was a close
working relationship between the different
specialists working on the project to solve the
technical issues and apply them to the site.
Moon River is an example of how
artificial ecologies and technologies can be

applied to a natural ecosystem. It uses the

water village culture of the southern Yangtse
River region as inspiration to provide a shared
urban vacation and recreation space. It not
only adds economic and ecological value
to the project, but it also provides the city
with more job opportunities from subsequent
property maintenance and management. It has
become a successful paradigm of landscape
design and environment improvement along

the Jishui Harbor.
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