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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

EDITOR’S NOTE

ZHU Xiao"

Environmental rights are considered to be a fundamental theory of environmental law.
However, environmental rights are complex issues, and each environmental law scholar
has different interpretations of environmental rights. In fact, the theory of environmental
rights originated in the Western developed countries. In the 1960’s and 1970’s, with the
emergence of environmental problems, Western countries have successively carried out a
series of environmental movements, fighting for clean air, water, and a healthy
environment. During this period, environmental scholars focused on the study of
substantive environmental rights. However, after the 1980’s, scholars began to focus on
procedural environmental rights research based on environmental information disclosure.
More and more procedural environmental rights are being discussed and scrutinized, such
as rights to public participation and judicial relief. To understand the reasons for this shift
and the development of procedural environmental rights, three articles discuss this issue
from different perspectives.

Professor ZHU Xiao, from School of Law, Renmin University of China, explains
reasons for changes of focus of environmental rights research in his article “Development
of Environmental Rights in China: Substantive Environmental Rights or Procedural
Environmental Rights.” Firstly, this article summarizes the development of environmental
rights theory in China. Then, the author discusses the dilemma of substantive
environmental rights research in Western countries and China respectively, and the
reasons why scholars turn to the study of procedural environmental rights. Finally, the
article summarizes the achievements of research and legislation of procedural
environment rights in China, and makes a prospect of the future research direction of
environmental rights in China.

Professor Hans Petter Graver, from Faculty of Law, University of Oslo, authored
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“Business Enterprises and the Environmental Information Act in Norway.” This article
introduces the rules on access to information from business enterprises based on the
Aarhus Convention and Norway Environmental Information Act, and discusses examples
of the implementation of these rules.

The third article is “Environmental Information Disclosure in China: In the Era of
Informatization and Big Data” by Associate Professor ZHANG Lei, from School of
Environment and Natural Resources, Renmin University of China, and Professor Arthur P.
J. Mol, Rector Magnificus and Vice-President of Wageningen University & Research.
This article is based on the background of the revolutionary Information and
Communication Technological advancement in China, updated previous studies on
legislation, regulations and policies regarding environmental information disclosure in
China and their implementation effectiveness. It also paid special attention to China’s
recent informatization progress and emerging big data. The article focuses on changes,
principles, and guidelines of environmental information disclosure in the context of
China’s overall change in environmental governance and information technology.
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