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Environmental behavior seeks to enhance human well-being
by examining the intricate interplay between human
behavior and environmental conditions, with the goal of
fostering safer, more comfortable, and sustainable living
spaces. Recently, this field has experienced significant
growth and development, driven by the integration of
recent advancements in psychology, information science,
and artificial intelligence. Consequently, environmental
behavior has emerged as a dynamic and influential domain
within architecture and related disciplines. It is accurate to
assert that the research findings in environmental behavior
are continually advancing the field of architecture,
contributing to its progressive evolution.

The six articles compiled in this issue of Environmental
Behavior Research reveal three distinct trends within
the field. The first trend is the substantial volume and
diverse sources of data utilized in contemporary studies.
Specifically, Professor Wei Lu’s team and Professor Qiang
Sheng’s team employed location-based social media data,
offering innovative insights into the interactions between
human behavior and urban environments. Additionally,
Professor Weixin Huang’s team utilized GPS positioning
data to investigate individual spatiotemporal behavior
patterns.

The second trend highlights an emphasis on emerging
phenomena and contemporary issues within urban envi-
ronments. Professor Qiang Sheng’s team performed an
urban-scale analysis of Beijing’s novel online catering
space, “Shared Kitchen.” Concurrently, Professor Yi
Huang’s team investigated open communities through the
lens of urban renewal. Notably, Professor Wei Lu’s team
and Professor Xuemei Zhu’s team have significantly
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advanced the field by optimizing urban environmental
design to enhance the benefits of physical activity.

The third trend emphasizes the role of environmental
perception. The environment-perception-behavior frame-
work extends traditional analyses by integrating how
individuals perceive and interpret their surroundings. This
framework explores not only the direct influence of envi-
ronmental factors on behavior but also how subjective
perceptions of the environment shape behavioral responses.
Professor Yi Huang’s team utilized a structural equation
model to assess perceived value within commercial open
communities, providing valuable insights into the relation-
ship between perception and behavior in these settings.
Similarly, Professor Yu Li’s team applied the “interface-
element-perception” model to evaluate the visual landscape
of urban sidewalks in central Beijing, offering a nuanced
understanding of how visual perceptions influence user
experiences in urban environments.

This issue of Environmental Behavior Research presents
recent advancements in the field, as reported by scholars
from China and the United States. It encompasses new
developments in survey methodologies, experimental ap-
proaches, and data analysis techniques related to environ-
mental behavior. These contributions provide readers with
insights into current research frontiers and are expected to
foster further progress in the study of environmental
behavior.
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