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Coumarin-chalcone Probes with Modular Design for
Reversible Ratiometric Detection of Glutathione
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(College of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering ,
Shaanxi University of Science & Technology, Xi’an 710021, China)

Abstract Based on a modular design strategy, this study developed a series of coumarin-chalcone-based reversible
ratiometric fluorescent probes (Probes 1~3) , using 7-aminocoumarin as the fluorophore and 2’-hydroxychalcone as
the glutathione (GSH) reaction center. Different substituents (nitro, methoxy) were introduced at the 5-position of the
chalcone phenyl ring as modulating modules to systematically tune the photophysical properties and reaction kinetics
of the probes towards GSH. The results demonstrated that all probes exhibited good ratiometric fluorescence responses
within the physiological concentration range of GSH (0—10 mmol/L) , with dissociation constants (K,=4.61—8.25
mmol/L) suitable for intracellular GSH detection. Among them, Probe 1, by virtue of the synergistic electron-with-
drawing effect of its nitro group and ketone carbonyl, not only displayed the highest sensitivity and the most
significant ratiometric signal change, but also responded to GSH most rapidly, reaching equilibrium in approximately
5 min with a reaction rate constant of 2.54 L+mol™+s™". Reversibility experiments confirmed that Probe 1 also
possessed the most prominent reversible cycling characteristics. Fluorescence imaging studies demonstrated the

feasibility of ratiometric fluorescent imaging of GSH within live cells. The rational modular design in this work
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provides a high-performance tool for fluorescent imaging studies of dynamic GSH changes in living cells.

Keywords Fluorescent probe; Coumarin; Chalcone; Glutathione(GSH)

A EH K (GSH ) 2240 N B 2 IR S SR, A 40 P9 e B9 HE (1~10 mmol/L) X 245 241 i
SR IR B AP B O H . GSH UKV Rk — M, BRI S5 J88AE | 1A 6 AR 25 22 Rl 1
RAER B VIR, R, SEBURTIE A P9 GSH Ve BE (St | A5 sl Wa i LA E 2 3L

TEWEZ R ITT I , DOCRFT BRI R REBUE | I R B 23 70 B B OICii S R ey, 2k
TR AN GSH (A ) TR BT, & A GSHRBIRITARE | ik Ak . PV IRES | e
B AR AR (BN GSH A R 22 R AN AT AR S R BR ] T FE R BT X GSH BhA | 2y
FERRAN T . A2 R, BE TR GSH S A 0 T80 s SR ISR, S R st A P i
(EL 5 Y L YA VA D)FE AN d N A K= Y U VR3S A BB o iy <ol s | DA N T L 8 SRS i = )
FEP (IR A | TR | G | BRBRCHE | TR RIAN LSS ) MEA TRE BRI 2 JLrp ) o, B- NI AN (£ 75K )
BERID AT SR R 5 RE ) S T R — 255 | A R A IR 5 B AT I 5 32 0202 il 5 LR O I
EER , ANUREIE i 58 HE- B L ROV R S AR R SO T, IR REMESRET O R AR LIRS, Bl
THEYG . 2R K, AT T — R T A BRI B AL Al LR RO R . &
JRGE AR R AL BT B (Scheme 1) 2 (1) BLFHMARLER (D)« DL7-2386 % BN VOLEHE, Fifk R
UFRLEIERE s (2) LTSRN RO (A) » DL IR o, B- AR R SCBELE Y, S5 GSH
AR O R MG (3) PR AR - e e AT AR AR ER A -0 5| AR, DAL S e i 2 IR IR 25
O3 F T8 (ESIPT) RN A SR 9 EPERE K GSH i B BE 5 7248 /R R IA 5-07 5] ARtk
SESESFIHUCEE, RGP RO O B LT RO S S GSH B BBl 1.
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Scheme 1 Molecular design of probes 1—3

BUREH], 3DIREN (AR IARR S-OL SR ERET 1, ARSI IR BT 2 SV 4R 4T 3)
PR BU IS TG0 200 0 P GSH e J32 i LA A 9 5 (K. PR %S GSH i, LA 22 K LR W
2, FEORNCS R SDEIE RS , T SEBL Al ARSI . e, A KR S-AL AN EE B AR
Bt 1IN A 55R  HL A0, TR R S e R W 7 38 8 5 i 5 ) EE RSO AR S8AE . ASCOR IR T T
TGN GSH Zh 2 5E A A e PERERET el 7255

1 SEIGERSH

1.1 RXFIE5E

4-( TR IE)2-FFIE T RE (L1 98%) . TN R — LT (L1113 98% ) . 2-F2HE-5-Tilj IR 2T (4l i
98%) . 2-F2HE-5-F AR FEIKE L (Ll E 98% ) FNARFAIEAL 1 (L1 5 98% ) , Bl ik ¥ty D1 4% (1 1Ag ) Ah~#1at5v)
B BRI 5 A H I (4l 98% ) Fl N- 2,3 Ty e R T il (46 98% ) , LR TH R A FRAS |) 5 — 5 e
I T Pk S A B L P 0028k T B Al

ADVANCE 11 600 MHz BB i 2R (NMR) , Hii - Bruker 23 7] 5 Cary 60 BI%84h-AT IL(UV-Vis)
HEHEAN, ZHERRHE H EA PR F] 3 Lumina BU5EOG 0BT, FRER I /RBH A IR S A
RE-52 B Z TG 28 KA, I o A AR AES T 5 TL.SMB00 O IL IR L2 e i ol , PRI 8E w] 4] .
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1.2 LIETFE
PREF 1~3 106 KLU Scheme 2 IR, 7- . L8584 B R -3-1 (Rl ) 2 BSCER[ 26 | 7 vl 4

9 OH O o=
S
= H EtOH, piperidine >
. + —\
)N 0~ 0 Reflux, 24 h )N 0" ~0
R
R
Intermediate Probe 1: R=NO,
Probe 2: R=OCH;
Probe 3: R=H

Scheme 2 Synthetic route of probes 1—3

1.2.1 WA 1384 K FRI3 G R EA (500 mg, 2. 04 mmol) 43 BII'E T 100 mL AiTEL Y, AT &
3AN N, T AR BN A 2- 32 B -5- A LA Z i (370 mg, 2. 04 mmol) | 2-J5HE-5- 1 4 L4 2, (272
mg, 2. 00 mmol) NABFZEILA 2 (332 mg, 2. 00 mmol). [ 45 S H 43I 8 mL JC/K £ A [&44 %
fife, T4 N 3 IR IEVE AL, T 65 “CRIR N 24 h. OWZS G , BTk LA — & ek
PEWLR, 24 2o s alifh, nliSBIRE L ks AR HbR - PiREr 1-3.

PREF1: 260 mg, 77#32%. "H NMR (600 MHz, CDCl,), 8: 13.81(s, 1H), 8.89(s, 1H), 8.31(d,
J=8.82 Hz, 1H), 8.23(d, J=14.88 Hz, 1H), 7.95~7.72 (m, 2H), 7.33(d, J=8.76 Hz, 1H), 7.05(d,
J=9.0Hz, 1H), 6.60(d, J=8.22 Hz, 1H), 6.47(s, 1H), 3.44(dd, J=13.62, 6.6 Hz, 4H), 1.22(t, J=
6.9 Hz, 6H). “C NMR (151 MHz, CDCl,), &: 143.36, 130.75, 130.71, 126.54, 119.47, 119. 34,
110. 04, 97.15, 77.37, 76.95, 45.35, 12.64. HRMS, m/: C,,H,N,0,[M+Na]*, 431.1214; found:
431.1216.

PRET2: 230 mg, 773 29%. 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCL,), 8: 12.64(s, 1H), 8.32(s, 1H), 8.28(s,
1H), 7.79(s, 1H), 7.69(d, J=15.0 Hz, 1H), 7.44(d, J=3.04 Hz, 1H), 7.34(d, J=8.92 Hz, 1H),
7.11(dd, J=9.0, 3.0 Hz, 1H), 6.94(d, J=9.04 Hz, 1H), 6.61(dd, J=8.9, 2.4 Hz, 1H), 6.49(d, J=
2.32 Hz, 1H), 3.85(s, 3H), 3.45(q, J=7. 16 Hz, 4H), 1.24(t, J=7.08 Hz, 6H). “C NMR(151 MHz,
CDCL,) , &: 194.12, 160.26, 158.07, 156.81, 152.25, 151.83, 147.07, 140.97, 130.33, 124.26,
121.30, 119.96, 119.18, 114.62, 112.79, 109. 80, 109.07, 96.98, 77.37, 76.95, 56.20, 45.20,
12. 60. HRMS, m/z: C,;H,NO,[M+Nal*, 416. 1468; found: 416. 1472.

BEF3: 150 mg, P53 20%. 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCL,), §: 13.01(s, 1H), 8.36(d, J=15.0 Hz,
1H), 8.02(d, J=8.0 Hz, 1H), 7.79(s, 1H), 7.69(d, J=15.0 Hz, 1H), 7.47(t, J=7.3 Hz, 1H), 7.34
(d, J=8.9 Hz, 1H), 6.99(d, J=8.4 Hz, 1H), 6.97~6.89(m, 1H), 6.61(d, J=8.9 Hz, 1H), 6.50(s,
1H) , 3.45(q, J=7.1 Hz, 4H), 1.24 (1, J=7.0 Hz, 6H). “C NMR (151 MHz, CDCl,) , &: 194.53,
163.63, 160.27, 156.81, 152.25, 147.17, 140.84, 136.24, 130.36, 121.39, 120.41, 118.96,
118.39, 114.69, 109.81, 109.09, 97.02, 77.37, 76.95, 45.23, 12.61. HRMS, m/4: C,H,NO,
[M+Na*, 386. 1363; found: 386. 1367.

PREF 1~3 1 'H NMR 1 °C NMR 3% ] S B AF B LA SCHRE SR ST~ S9.

122 ZEREF GoEENR  435ILL DMSO HE IR HIFRET 1~3 B9AE A5 7K (10 mmol/L) , Ff-iE— 20 1A
I I3 R B R IR T AR (10 wmol/L). #4%F 1~3 %F GSH Wil 137 1 8 &1~ ] T IR AT ' 33 1 20 516 ' 13
R 8 ] DMSO/HEPES (AR 4: 1) 1R 47 75 A1 HEPES 2% i (100 mmol/L, pH=7.4). %} 1~3 &
GSH M 3 9 Y6 CIE B & K F 410 nm, 30K /K SHEEESERE M 5 nm/10 nm.

1.2.3  #E4F 3T GSH ey 8 MMl R 5 3 FMRENXT GSH AYBERENE , 2 BIEBCE DEZER (Cys) |« R
R (Hey) . AL ZBR (Met) . HZR (Gly) . 22582 (Ser) . N-Z It 2R (NAc) , PL & Na,S, Na,SO,,
Na,S0;, NaNO,, NaClO, NaCl, KCl, ZnCl,, MgCl,, AICl,, FeSO,, Fe,(S0,),, H,0,1t-BuOOH % 1] GE ()
TH W B, DL 4K Bie 6 B 10 mmol/L fiff 25 W, I 32 B 7% B¢ 2 100 wmol/L, 43 51l in A #8 5t 1~3
(10 wmol/L) FFHA 725 .
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1.2.4 43t GSH 9 78 Bz g & Fa it (8] B9 3% 35 96 2L DMSO/HEPES ((RFREE 4 1) 1R A ST i 5 GSH
A £ (50 mmol/L). A3 BB 1~3 B9AE A7 (10 mmol/L) . AS[RIE 9 GSH A4 253 (50 mmol/L) il
A DMSO/HEPES IR A EFIH, HEREF 1~3 B9 FE A 10 pmol/L, GSH ¥R 47 0~40 mmol/L, 437l 52 2 h
Je AT AD-AT WO IE A GBI , FF LA W38 B LG B OGRS GSH MR
B R . BREF1~3(10 pmol/L) XF GSH (20 mmol/L) [ 1 b7 B [8] £ DMSO/HEPES 1A% 7 H i, JinA
GSH Ji7 73 5 AEAS [R) B[] e 000 48 1~ 1T D IR SO 3 RN 2 e, 4006 WA Y 18 RN 21 ' 18 1) 298 ik
JE H 5 GSH M o B[R] Y 56 %

1.2.5 4 GSH# f th DFT 4 SR Gaussian 09 HE4T T 88 B2 BR FHIE (DFT) 45 . 78 M06-2X/6-
31G(d) K- EXF R i) 3PS A=A T T LT e AR AR 220 AT . R SMID 3% S 7R AU AR RSB /K 75
WIAEE (R H,0). AT, 228 30k 17 15 7500 B B B (CHLSHO /Bl GSH AL EIAL 5477 .

1.2.6 & & U5 X 4R 4F GSH " B2 AT 4 B9 % e 6 Sl KV VR T IR BT 1~3 09 AR W (W B Ry
10 pwmol/L) , A3 FII A [R] 46 8 i) 2 13 1185 11 (BSA, 0, 5, 10 mg/mL) Fl GSH(10 mmol/L) , {R &%)
J5 T a1 20 min, BB XTI {01 BSA (5 mg/mL) , AHNGSH. 4352 iR MR 2986
Tk, FEGETTBERT ] R R S8R 5 AR AL

1.2.7 4 xt GSH w57 8y 30 A F f 0 % [ B EF T (10 wmol/L) HRIT A GSH 75 T 2 & W i
2 mmol/L, PR [R] s [ (1) 28 40 1] DLW IR e e i, ARl o Yenm B Tk BE I, B A
GSH A 224 5 9 5 110 mmol/L, FFUCAJG TR, .

NEM i 78 525 . 7EHR%F 1~3(10 pmol/L) 5 10 mmol/L GSH 2 b 35 B4 5, 43 B AN [61 v B (14

NEM(0, 2, 4, 6, 8 F1 10 mmol/L) , 4kEE 7 20 min Ji DG H DRI R 1/ L) AL .
1.2.8 R4t GSH o bz 77 18 ME X $R%T 1~3 X GSH M b7 (14 ] 386 P 38 2o A S BE 35 B 37 V-2 3 1
e e (NEM) AR IIE . W R EH W (10 wmol/L) HOIA GSH (Z4Y E 2 mmol/L) , THEFIN 58 4h- 1] I,
WSO RN TS, FEWR Il 5 B 18 ) A NEM (2246 BE 2 mmol/L) I3 mHlis i %
W Bl S am i R, R L AR IRARAS 2 IRIEFR 25 5.
129 @O RG K HeLa 40 & 75 85 R -5 55 2 (1%) R4 117 (10%) ) DMEM 15 55 345 5%
FERF IR AR, BT 37 °C, 5% CO,RE A P57 24 h, 7255375, 4351 20 mmol/L % GSH
T 7 40 60 min 120 wmol/L B NEM i & 30 min J5 , FEMIAIREF (10 wmol/L) WEH 30 min. H44H i
FH PBS 2% npf ok % Je P AL R AR WA A%, 4 €238 38 (420~520 nm) F 405 nm JEKOEHUK , SR 0 iE
(520~700 nm ) FH 488 nm PG, A HL R 720 V.

2 F#ER5TR

2.1 FSTEYE MR R E X GSH HIR B 5 i iE) 4k # i 5 S i iz

DT R 1~3 FEAS RIS 550 v 1 48 S0 -] WL SO G35 Ao ek (18 S10, WA FEE R, Al
TREE 1~3 349 7E 450~500 nm K70 Bl N A B 2 AW 0E . FRET 12 IESE H7EZY 630 nm &b, #1521
3 I DI EE I 7E 550~600 nm Ab . S PEASERET 1~3 %) GSH 18 A P BE , 248 7 HAEZ s
EURTRI E GSH (0~40 mmol/L) K2V J5 9 584 0- T WL IO B is Mo otig A8 k. anEl 1(A)~(F) iR, fr
FURET P20 B I i) bS8 7, B GSH MR EESE N, AR KR (24 565 nm) b 5 6 % 0 3 3%
WRREAIS , T ZE A K (2 466 nm) &b (126 K i o BE W [R] A5 1, AR AL AT A PR F GSH 5 5 -5 A ZK i
IR S F 2 AT S R IR N, 85 1 - LB R R IR, SIS RIGTE RS . AN IO
P RIS, F2I AR KWL (29 488 nm ) B HTIRET , 177 55 I R USCHT (24 395 nm ) B 0
(BIS11~S12, WASCZHRHFEE) , F— 2L ENE T _FR LS 25 i R AL

3 3 - R [ 1 (GO FTCHD TRLE 7B R B0, 3 Bt i W ISt B Ao e R (AR b 5
GSH V& JEFE 0~40 mmol/L 35 [ Y S B R AT M SC R (BIS13, WASCZRHMEE ), RH T HF GSH
B AT . E—H AR B ER 1~3 5 GSH N AR B 8 (K) 43R 5. 41, 8. 25 F14. 61 mmol/L,
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Fig.1 Fluorescence spectra and ratio changes of probes 1—3 responding to different concentrations of GSH
3K LA H4 057 F 441 P GSH AR IV HE 7 T (1~10 mmol/L) ™7, 6B =25 14538 FHlF /it P9 GSH A6 .
(EAHERER, TEARIZOET , S8R5 1AM B ADOE AR E AR o B35, RIS GSH ik
P BAT S e B SR AR, DR T AE M DA PN GSH Bl 283l sl TR B A0 3

HE—2BWFFE T ERET XS GSH i 07 A IS RIS R 50 1~ B . S ik i 4521 (K 2) o, 45
B 1-37E /A 20 mmol/L GSH (9 25 A T, A A A (29 466 nm) (1497¢ 5 13 1l S 1z s ] S < T 8 o
RPAAE (25 565 nm ) #9526 WU AH L9555 . A A IR ACHY (249 488 nm ) 8555 , A I MROACHE (24
395 nm) 3458 3 30 5 X WEAC SR JEE RN I AR EL RN [R) 28 Ak 8 204 (181 S14~S15, WA SCRHE D) &
B, PREF 10 I o T, 29 5 min BRI SR, MRS 2 MRS 3MH 2 60 min LA b Dy fEiF
T IBCARIENS BN B 327 B, TR —Z 25 T (GSH MR L R T HREHIR ) , il 5 115345 21
AT 1~3 5 GSH UM A s R H H (k) 53014 2. 54, 8. 9x107F16. 4x102 L-mol "5 (] S16, WAL
SCRHFE R, H3CER(28, 29 [ IE B PERE DL 5 #Y LU A8 GSH ] 33 5 G HR BT A Wi 1o 380 B2 AH 24 (6 S1, WA
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Fig.2 Fluorescence spectra and ratio changes of probe 1—3 responding to 20 mmol/L. GSH
SCHFFHER). #E—20 R % 7 RS (DFT) X W B AR HEAT TR, DA 7= AR08 LI
TR W2 S2, WASCZHHME ). WK S17 (WA SR G B Wis, 5 3CHk[17] 57, i MeSH
R GSH T TR 1~3 5 H I v (9 16 18 A BB (AGE) , #REF 1(9. 2 kJ/mol) I fIK T 454 2 F1 3 (1)
31.38, 26. 8 kl/mol, 525 INA5 (13 25 BNy — 2. FISTHES SCIRBHR AN FLER IR, UESE T SR HL
TR 5 AT 38 o S R S RN AT R G A A B R ey, DT S 2 AR S N B 42, bR s o %
IZEERFR, BRER 1 LA S 0 8l 2= e, A R S A P GSH AR Ak ) R il B2 5 A0

FHELZT, TREH 5 GSH RN H R (AG) FITHRAE 22 4800y, TR%T 1 4-28. 45 kJ/mol, #R%5H2F13
I3 A-19. 2 F1-23. 0 kJ/mol , Fx KZE(H9. 2 ki/mol, /N T4k H H1 BEAY2E F (22. 18 kJ/mol ) , 1A HL
RIEABAEXTIRET S N3 FR AT 2 RE M BN, 5 S a2 () fife 25 o 48 K (B3 AE [l — B M 451 AR AT
2.2 FBARMEXRET GSHMAEI1T AR

WREHFESE KM 2O CIE 559 AR RE , BN A GSH JGyE3RAS m FEm i, R I T SC GSH M Jo 52
B9 7 DMSO/HEPES IR G AP AT . (HIZIA R IOk AR M N K AR ERES , RS e A BAR R 1Y)
SRR AT REAAAE S BRI . 25T, i — 2D B8 T B 1 B AR I BB A S . 2% SB35 A4t
W& SR, AT e o R A AR S i R e A T R, AR S K AR AR & 5] A I3
(BSA) L 4UL40 L N 31 B R . i 1] S18 (LA ST R 5 B s, 2l K AH v Boph fin A ik i GSH (10
mmol/L) X #4841+ 1(10 pmol/L) Y6155 B IS . A BSA(S mg/mL) i , AH[F GSH ¥ B i S A0 56
M 07 S S R,y A IR 2 BSA MR B 55 2 10 mg/mL B, W 0 R R 5 E— 2 4
Ft. TG GSHAEAERT, BSA ARG AG ERIREH AL, 2R BSA 8 1 el R 5 i /KA 23 (B 22 02 2k 3
5 GSH by, MHEE A ES . DL RS RERY, & Bl S ek R M B AR, A
SR KA A, NI LS GSH RN . R, SR E AR BRACE T WS BR 0 FEATS HAT 5 B
2.3 iR®$H1~3%F GSH IR ik i

RS IRIREAE S 2 A R 2 bk GSH SRR SRR, 548 T HRET 1~3 FE 2R AE T B AAAE T
FDEI MR A TR . QNI STOUASCSCRHE DR, S8 30 5 85 Rl + | 2 550 S L e A viE
R I, HOOEEIE TS . A 10 mmol/L GSH & , J5 Al WLEEH] i 2 A RRAEME FE 2010« 466 nm
FRFIE 2 St i B S 35, [RIAST 565 nm BRI A 2 S B IIAR A 55 . (A B2, Rk B e ik
(Cys) BT 5 [ —E RIS AR AL, AH AR PN ) SE PRk B e IR T GSH, CH )™ AR AT e TR AEAE
FEIASE T Z WS AT, Ao B AR e BR 1, LA 466 55 565 nm Ak B9 658 B HAE (1,e/1sss) 22 il FE
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REI(EIS19). G55 IR, (UFE GSHAEFERT, 3 FMRET (2 LB H 3 50~ 100 £ 1 o 25 42, i
BT TS R AR ] 2B AT . X RIS 1~3 Y BB AR e B 1) GSH IR FF i 21k
2.4 1R$T1~3%F GSH M 5 By A] i i

Rt PR FRIREE S GSH W W ah A 8, %8 TIREF 1 /e 1t /8 GSH(2, 5, 10 mmol/L)/ER T
HEREARAL . AnPE 3 R, Bl GSH e BE 3 I K s b B[R] SE 4, AT IREE S 479 nm Ak A1 55 567 nm
Ah B 256 S 04 iR B S T ARG, 1T 399 nm Ak A MR AL 5 469 nim ALb 1) % D' W it B U [ 26 14 58 . BRI
GSH = , W 595 T X T— B RS, R ITI% S0 HA S (1% 7] 53 0] Ly AP

0.40

0.75Fa) (B)
GSH 2 mmol/L
0.60 | 432[
0-0-0-0 o00-0-0
°
2 . | GSH 5 mmol/L : ¥ ‘ ‘
= 030f ©0-0 = 016
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0.15 ""0‘" 0.08
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0 20 40 60 80 0 20 40 60 80
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. (©) . 5000F(D)
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2 Tooof l £ ol GSH )S'mm'ol/%
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Fig. 3 Changes in the absorption and fluorescence spectra of probe 1 in response to GSH
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Fig. 4 Fluorescence-time changes of probes 1—3 in the reversible response process of GSH
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Fig. 5 Ratiometric imaging of probe 1 to intracellular GSH(A) and ratio values analysis results of probes 1—3(B)
Error bars represent standard deviation(n=20). Significance was determined using the T test(* P<0. 05; ***P<0. 001).
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