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Clinical efficacy and safety of acupuncture combined with acupoint injection in treating
cancer-related intractable hiccups

ZHANG Huimin, YANG Mengchun, WU Fen, SHENG Dandan, XU Daxing, LI Zhenqian*
(Department of Oncology, Tongling Traditional Chinese Medicine Hospital, Tongling 244000, China)

Abstract: Objective To investigate the clinical efficacy and safety of acupuncture combined with metoclopramide acupoint
injection in treating cancer-related intractable hiccups. Methods A total of 60 patients with cancer-related intractable hiccups
admitted from September 2024 to September 2025 were divided into the observation group and the control group according to
random number table method, with 30 cases in each group. The observation group received acupuncture combined with
metoclopramide acupoint injection, while the control group received simple chlorpromazine intramuscular injection. Traditional
Chinese Medicine (TCM) syndrome scores, clinical efficacy, time to symptom relief onset, quality of life, and adverse reactions
between the two groups were compared. Results After treatment, TCM syndrome scores and quality of life dimension scores in
the observation group were significantly lower than those in the control group (P<0.05); The total effective rate of the observation
group was significantly higher than that of the control group (P<0.05); Time to symptom relief onset in the observation group was
significantly shorter than that in the control group (P<0.05); The incidence of adverse reactions in the observation group was
significantly lower than that in the control group (P<0.05). Conclusion Acupuncture combined with metoclopramide acupoint
injection for cancer-related intractable hiccups can significantly improve clinical symptoms, shorten the time to symptom relief

onset, enhance quality of life, and has high safety.
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