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Object Names Discrimination Method for Exploring the Deep Connotation of
Early Literature
——Reflections on the “Pre-Qin Object Names and New Perspectives on
Literature-History-Philosophy Research”

Jia Xuehong, Ma Teng
(College of Liberal Arts, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225002, China)

Abstract: Objects names are ubiquitous in ancient literature, where they use words and grammar to con-
nect and interweave, constructing stories, scenes, and ideas. The study of object names originated from the
duties of ritual officials in the Zhou Dynasty to distinguish the names and properties of objects. With the
development of exegesis, which annotated classics, it gradually formed an independent discipline and inte-
grated into the evidential scholarship (kaozheng xue) of the Qing Dynasty, evolving into the study of textual
research on object names. Pre-Qin object names are the roots and genes of Chinese classical civilization, car-
rying information about material civilization, institutional civilization, and spiritual civilization from ancient
times. The study of object names requires understanding not only its nature but also its rationale, and
explore its depth and breadth. Applying the pragmatic method of object name discrimination to the study of

ancient literature, history, and philosophy involves examining the initial and contextual meanings of object
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names in specific texts, and delving into the profound ideas, cultural values, and expressive techniques of

classical classics, is a beneficial attempt for traditional humanities disciplines to address both the challenges

posed by artificial intelligence and their own developmental bottlenecks. This article takes the conference

papers on “New Perspectives on the Study of Pre-Qin object names and Literature, History, and Philoso-

phy” as a case study. Through the application analysis of the object name discrimination method, the charac-

teristics, values, application ideas of this method are systematically analyzed for reference.

Key words: name discrimination method; Pre-Qin literature, history, and philosophy; morpheme tracing;

context-constraint; original methods
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