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Abstract: This study first conducts an in-depth analysis of the current situation and key problems of village
development in Milin City, Tibet, from four aspects: population size and land use, village distribution, village
facilities, and village industries. On this basis, it constructs a village development potential evaluation system
comprising 13 specific indicators across six dimensions: natural environment, resource endowment, settlement
conditions, locational conditions, level of economic development, and regional development opportunities. The analytic
hierarchy process is then used to determine indicator weights, and a multi-factor comprehensive method is applied to
calculate each village’s development potential. Using the potential results as the primary reference, and considering
each village’s development potential, geographic location, distinctive resources, and development foundation, villages
are ultimately classified into six types and each village is assigned accordingly. The results show that among 68

villages, there are 7 suburban integration villages, 7 agglomeration-and-upgrading villages, 4 featured conservation
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villages, 20 border-defense and territory-preserving villages, 2 retention-and-improvement villages, and 28 relocation-

and-consolidation villages. Finally, based on the classification outcomes, the paper proposes overall strategies for

spatial optimization of villages in Milin city from three perspectives—an overall rural revitalization pattern, an

agricultural spatial pattern, and an ecological-space protection mechanism—and provides targeted planning and

construction guidance for each of the six village types, with the aim of offering methods and ideas for optimizing village

layouts in plateau river-valley areas.

Key words: village classification; development potential ; spatial layout; plateau river-valley area; Milin city
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Fig. 1 Research technical route map
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Table 2 Villages distribution characteristics in Milin city
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Table 3  Evaluation index system for village development potential
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Table 4  Scores and classification results of village development potential
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